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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
pan., and read prayers.

BILL—-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).
Message to Council.

The PREMIER moved that the follow-
ing Message be forwarded to the Legisla-
tive Couneil :—

In reference to Message No. 3 of the
Legislative Counetl, the Legislative -s-
sembly acquaints the Legislalive Coun-
cél thal certain doubls have arisen as to
whetler the Bill therein mentioned was
oie which could be properly introduced
into the Legislative Council, the Legis-
Intive Assembly resolved, in order to
avoid any controversy on the gquestion,
to discharge the Order [or the second
reading of the Rill and to introduce a
new Bill in the Legislative Assembly
on exdetly similar terms, which Bill was
forwarded in Messuge No. 14 lo the
Legislative Council.

He =aul: This was in ovder to remove
any doubis as to the rights of the Legis-
lative Couneil to introduece the Bill, The
measure had been discharged from our
Notice Paper and a new Bill introduced
without a Message having been returned
o the Legislative Couneil informing them
of the course taken.

Question passed.

QUESTION—MEAT COMMISSION'S
REPORT.

Mr. TROY (for Mr. Swan) asked the
Premier: 1, Do the Government intend to
give the House an opportunity of discus-
sing the rveport of the Royal Commission
on Meat Supply? 2, If not, do the Gov-
crnment intend to take action to protect
the consmmers against the combination
which was proved to exist? 3, If so,
how?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, In view of”
the staie of the business paper it is hardly
likely that the opportunity will be avail-
able. 2 and 3, The recommendations of
the Cemmission are now being eonsidersd
by the Government.

QUESTION — MEDICAL
GREENOUGH.,
Mr. NANSON asked the Premier: 1,
Is a salary or subsidy paid by the Gov-
ernment for the purpose of securing
periodical visits by a medical praetitioner
to Greenongh? 2, It so—{a.} What is
the amount of sueh salary or subsidy¥
(b.) To whom is such salary or subsidy
paid? 3, Ai what intervals are visits
paid? 4, Is any provision made for special’
visits in the event of an emergency? 35,
Is there, in consideration of such salary
or subsidy, a scale of fees preseribed to
be paid for visits to individual settlers?
The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
{a.) £75 per annum, (b,) Dr. L, M. T.
Hungertord, Distriet Medical Officer,
CGeralditon. 3, On Wednesday in each
week. 4. In such eases arrangements
are being made to fix a scale of charges.
5. On visiting day the charges to pat-
ients at Cireenough arve the same as in
Geraldron,

OFFICER,

QUESTION—TICK CATTLE
RESTRICTIONS.

Mr. MONGER asked the Premier: Is
it the hitention of the Govermment to give
effect to the vrecommendation (unani-
mous) of the Royal Commission on Meat
Supply in reference to removal of re-
strictions on cattle from tick areas?

The PREMIER replied: The recom-
mendations of the Commission are now
receiving consideration at the hands of
the Government,

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Goldfields Water Sup-
ply Administration, bhy-laws.

BILL—FXCESS, 1907 and 1908.

On motion by the Treasurer Bill in-
troduced and read a first time.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9.
In Commiltee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr.
Daglish in the Chair.

Colonial Secretary’s Department (Hon.
J. D. Comnolly, Minister) ; the Treasurer
in eharge of the vofes.

Vote—Medical and
£101,885:

Mr. BATH: Under this vole ove could
call attention to the administration of the
Factories Department. It was previously
pointed out in the House that the change
in the control and administration of the
Factories and Early Closing Aects had
not eonduced to the effective administra-
tion of the measures. In one partieular,
that of stamping Chinese-made furniture,
the Act was absolufely of no avail owing
to the way in which it was administered.
It was true that in the factories Asiatie-
made' goods were probably stamped, but
when the articles got into the warehouses
throughout the country the mark was con-
spicuous by its absence. It was no
trouble whatever for the warehouses to
sandpaper off the mark, and a buyer anx-
ious to diseriminate between Chinese-
made goods and goods made by white
labour, had no opporiunity of knowing
whether the article was made hy Asiatie
labour or not. Tt was anly necessary to
go through quarters where the Chinese
mostly eongregated and see the ecircum-
stances in which the furniture was manu-
factured to know there was no possible
chance of Buropean eabinet-makers com-
peting. and that the surroundings in
which the Asiatie goods were manufae-
tured were a menace to public health.

Mr. Buteher: What has this to do with
the Medical Voie?

Mr. BATH: This department, unfor-
lunatelv. administered the Factories Act,
and it was the only opportunity mem-
bers hiad of calling attention to the malad-
ministration and the scandailous way in
which ihe Act was ignored. It was well
known in connection with Chief Inspee-
tor Vineent's retirement that because the
Principal Medical Officer was antagonis-
tic te this legislation—Factories and
Early Closing—bhecause it did not square
with his opinions. he decided and inti-

Public Health,

(3 Fesruakry, 1909.] Committee of Supply. 1831

mated to Chief Inspector Vincent that he
was guing to pai his private opinions
ahove the law passed by Parliament; and
that had been done. In the vieinity of
big furniture establishments, in the early
morning one could see the Chinese carts
conveving the furniture to the ware-
houses. A club that reeently built new
premizes ealled tenders for furniture and
amony the tfenderers was a Chinese lirm
thai queted a price lower than other ten-
derers. The e¢lub decided tn give con-
sideration to what were reputed European
firms and accepted the tender of one firm,
but {hat firm then went to the Chinese
fitmn and gave them the order, scooping
the extra price from the commitiee of
the ¢lub. 1t was necessary that we should
insist on the stamp heing branded on the
goods in such a way that it could not be
removed as easily as was now the case,

Mr. Foulkes: What ecan vou do to stop
Chinese manufactnrers in  Melbourne
sending furniture over here?

Mr. BATH: The Chinese manufactur-
ers in Melbourne would have little chance
of competing with the Chinese manufac-
turers in Perth in view of the cost of
seu carringe,  Again, in eonneetion with
health administration, in varions parts of
the State loeal health authorities called
on certain owners of property to rebuild
premises and make them sunitary or in
conformity with the Health Aet, and
failing their orders being carried oui,
exercised the authority in some instances
of having obuoxious premises pulled
down, buf in Perth, and Fremantle and
in other places one found Chinese in oc-
cupation of premises that were absolute-
ly opposed to the commonest dictates of
public health. One could find hovels where
horses were stabled in one portion of the
Chinaman’s hut, while melons were siored
under the bunks fo ripen.  Cabhages,
fruit, and other articles which were o he
sold to the publie were placed in the room
in which the Chinamen slept. Again,
the carts which were used to transport
vegetables and fruit into town were em-
ployed in carrying manure back to the
gardens,

Mr. Gordon: Does this apply only to
Chinamen’s earts?
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Mr. BAFH: It applied mainly to the
(hinese, but whoever did that should he
dealt with, It waz a greal hardsinp that
whereas Fauropeans were ealled upon 1o
eonform to certain health  cunditions,
within a mile of the same locality there
existed Chinese hovels of the Kind he had
reforred {o.  In some places where the
loeal governing bodv was wot a health
hoard nnder the Act. the administration
was centred i the Cenual Board of
Health, 1t was very clear that the Cen-
tral Board adnnmistered the deparbment
very bhadly, and should have no more
power placed in iheir hands.

The Treasurer: Ave vou aecusing (he

,Central Board or the local hoard?
7 Mre. BATH: The Central Board, One
of the eases to which he referved exizted
outside Northaw. The roads hoarvd of
the loeality was not a health boavd, and
consequently the adwinistration eame un-
der the Ceutral Board. In any ease that
body enuld exereize snpervisory powers,
amd bad the rvighi 1o take over the
duties of the loeal hoard if they were
negleefed.

Mr. dngeein: Do away with the Central
Board altogether,

Mre. BATIL: There mnst he a ceniral
arthority if only §o gee that a unifurm
svetem cperated fhroughout  rhe  State.
One of the duties devolving upon  the
Central Board uwder the Factories and
Farly Closing Aets was that of bringing
to book anvone who execeded (he regula-
tion number of days worked per week.
“If while men in the cenfres of population
were found to he working on Sundays in
addition 1o week days, the Govermment,
if unable Lo proceed azainst them under
a modern measure, would rake up an Act
of Charles I. or Charles 11, to prosecafe
them for Sabbath desecration: bul at a
hig estale not far From Northam, Ching-
men were worked every day of the week,
ineluding  Sundav:. noiwithstanding the
fact thai the gentleman owning the estate
held a hieh Levislative position.

Mr. Waiker: In which Houwe?

Mr. BATH: In the Upper House. No
proseenticn had been instructed in thal
case.  In the imtere<ts especially of jhe
girls and women employed i shops, there
was neeessity for heiter admimstration

JASSIHEMBLY .

Conilime or Sopply.

(£ the Factories and Early Closing Acts.
isspecially was there need for interven-
tion with regard to the practice of bring-
ing these employees hack to work at
nizht. afier having been on duty all day,
and  compelling  them (o work without
payment for overlime, other than the mis-
erable pittance of one shilling for {ea
morey,  No member would deny ihere
was nteed for eonstderation in the inter-
exts ot Lhese employees. The work they
did was jnjurious fo their health, aned the
time hasd arvived for the administration
af thi= hraneh to be tuken away trom the
Medieal and Public Fealth Deparfmment,
amd For the sysiem to be reverted to of a
ehief inspector of factories bemg respon-
sible fur zeving thal the Aeis were pro-
periy administered.  With vegard i the
apwnnwment of  a Prineipal Merdlieal
Ofticer, applieations were called for this
position abont the same lime as applica-
oz were  ¢alled  for the position of
Superintendent of State Baiteries.  Memn-
bers had eomplained about the delay in
making the latier appointment, hat what
conlil e said of ihe delay with veward to
the former une?  Surely it was neces-
sary {hat we should have zome one wha
was responsible in ebarge of this very
mupsitint deparanent ;s vet thar appeint-
ment had heen delaved, and even ai ihe
prresent time members had no knowlelee
az 1o the gzeutleman who was to he elinsen
for the position, We had. however, a
very slirewd nlea. owing to the facl that
Dre, Hope had bheer appuolmted  Acling-
Prineipal MVedienl Officer, and thatl pro-
vided o preivv goud imdication ihat e
wonld e the permanent  position. §f
thal genileman who had only two or three
years to go beture reaching his reliving
limit, were c¢hoden. 1t wonld he a seanda-
lovs appointment. 11 was iime the Min-
isfer ook the Committee into his confi-
dence as o whom would be appoinled.
whai reesmmendations had heen  made,
Sl wial was acfraline the Goavernment
Promahing =ueh an appoinfment,  The in-

Yo o <Ponld aove cent sCven In the
Povesr Dpre e o ol evens the ap-

el ent shionld b o somend before
i atte P e o,

Hir. Foulices tool: the Chair.]
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Me, JORNSON: It wus his inlention
lo move fur the reduction of the vote in
order that a distinet understanding
might be arrived at with regard to the
appointment of Prineipal Medical OH-
cer—one of the most imporiant appoint-
ments in the public service. One was
unable to eriticise the administration of
these departments becanse no adminis-
tration existed. The Factaries and Barly
Closing Aets were practically dead. This
was due to the fact that the gentleman
who had been in charge of the supposed
admiunistration, was ahsalutely opposed
10 that class of legislation, and took it
upon.  himself v say ihal because he
was opposed to it he would not admin-
ister it. A one time seeretary of the
Department  of Labour lad distinetly
stated that he thought that te adminis-
ter the law as passed by this House in
conneetion with Chinamen would be uo
less than perseculion; consequently that
official also absolutely declined to put
the law in operation. Strong exception
wust be taken to the action of the Col-
onial Seeretary in stopping ihe prosecu-
tion initiated in connection with Bren-
nan Bros. In the early part of the ses-
sion the file dealing with this matter was
Iaid on the Table; that file showed that
inspectors had experienced great diffi-
eulty with this firm, who had flouted the
law time after time. They were warned
and their premises were subjected to
special  inzpection. and at last the un-
der seeretary ook action against the
firm for breach of the Factories Act,
and the Crown Law Department select-
ed several ivstances of breaches. Pro-
ceedings were started, and Brennan Bros.
endeavoured to make ouf that the in-
spector had exceeded his duties when in-
speeting their premises. Althongh the
attack was allowed to go to the country,
there was no reply from the inspector:
he was not called upon to reply to the
dirty aecusations made by  Brennan
Bros., clearly showing that the Minister
was with the firm instead of in favour
of adepling the honest course of pro-
tecting the officer who had been at-
tacked. Tf there was anvthing he liked
to see the Minister do it was to pro-
teet officers when attacked, especially
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when vlticers were not in the position
to reply.

Mr. Angwin: Would you protect an
officer against a friend of yours?

Mr. JOHNSON: Mosi certainly. The
Minister was not paid £1,000 a vear to
administer the law for the benefit of
Brennan Brothers.

The Tregsurer : Does the file show
ihat he gave speeial attention to Bren-
uan Brothers?

Mr. JOHNSON: The file did not con-
tain very much, but it contained enongh
to make him think serioncly that it was
necessary to read hetween the linhes, to
fnd out what had been left out. Ewi-
dently efforts were made by soneone,
the file did not disclose who, hut somoe-
one who was taking action in the matter
tu prevenl a prosecution against the
ABrm.  The Colonial Secretary was away
in Kalgoorlie at the time and a wire to
this effeet was sent from the office in
Perth :—*“Brennav’s; Principal Medical
Officer considers inadvisable wilhdraw
this cage, recommends adjournment un-
til able discuss with you, do you ap-
prove??  There was absolutely nothing
ou the file to show that the Minister
had this matter brought under his notice,
yet on a wire so indefinite and brief as
that the Minister wa: able to send a reply
as ftollows —“ Re Breunan Brothers'
prosecution under Factories Act. It is
impussible for me to advise from this
distance, vou will have to act as you
think best on Principal! Medical Officer’s
recommendation.’’ 1f there was no dis-

eusston or nothing more than that
brought under the Minister’s notiee,

how could he, on a vague wire, have all
the matters at his fingers’ ends and
send such a telegram as ihat; he must
have known something about it.

The Treasurer: That is the reply of
a man who knows noihing.

Mr. JOHNSON: If the Minister knew
nothing how did he know it was wunder
the Factories Aect? If it was diseussed
with him there shonld bhe some reeord of
it. The position was that the Minister
knew all about it before he went 10 Kal-
gaorlie and a wire was sent to Kalgoor-
lie, and he sent a reply fullv knowing
all the eircumstances. Anvhow, life was
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too short to delve into files at this stage
of the session, and he would only say
that e was satisfied that the Minister
allowed his personal friendship te blind
his administrative judgment in ¢onnee-
tion with this ease. We all knew that
Brennan Brothers were s{rong politieal
supporters of the Minister. We knew
that motor cars and buses were run-
ming around Perth to secure votes for
Mr. Connelly when he was coutesting
the last election. He knew this from a
friend of his, that the argument used
by Mr. James Brennan when soliciting
voles for the Minister was that the Min-
isier had. done him a good turn and he
desired to return it by seeuring all the
votes he eould. He (Mr. Johnson) would
not have taken so mueh notice of this,
but when he knew that Brennan Broth-
ers were over-crowding their work-
reoms and were persecuting their em-
plovees, he raised his voice in protesi
when the emplovees of that firm were
saeriliced and the Minisier gave special
consideration to the firm. One could not
do more than enter a protest against
this sort of administration. He distinetly
objected to the Minister allowing Ins
friendship to blind his judgment, and he
should vealise that suffering humanity
was hehind all this, and that the fac-
tories inspectors had failed to get Bren-
nman Brothers to realise their responsi-
hilities. Brennan Brothers having fail-
ed, the inspectors endeavoured (o et
the assistanee of the law, and just al the
time when Brennan Brotlers were forced
to realise their responsibilities, wc
found the Minister stepping in and no-
thing more was heard of this important
case. He simply repeated his protest,
and sinecerely hoped that the Govern-
menl would realise that we wauted the
Faciories and Early Closing Acts ad-
ministered as strongly and as vigorously
as possible.

Mr. DAGLISH: It was his desire to
say a few words with regard to the ad-
ministration of the Factories and Early
Closing Acts, and he wanted to preface
these rewarks by a word or two in regard
to these Acts. The foundation of all the
complaints with regard to early closing
and factory law administration was to
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be found in the fact that both these Aets
were bad in design and to a large exient
bad in eonstruction. The Factories Aet
was defeclive inasmueh as on ihat one
important quesiion, Asiatic labour, it did
not make adeguate provision for the pro-
tection of the Euwrcpean workers. There
was an eRort made at the time it was
passed into law o see that every seller
of Asiafic furniture was required to ad-
vertise thal faet, not only on the furni-
ture but also on the outside of his estab-
lishent. Fhat provision should be em-
hodied in our factories law, and a great
advantage wonld follow from compelling
every furmiture dealer, who sold Asiatie
made furniture, 1o advernuse that faet on
his premises. Regarding the early elosing
law, the Acef we had on our statute book
was onte of the worst Acts that could he
found. It was hased on ithe desire of
Parliament and the publie ro shorten the
hours and improve the conditions of those
persons employed in shops It was in-
tended to sherten the hours, and n order
to shorten those hours it took the clumsy
method of providing that the shops
should be eclosed. As a matter of faet
the shops were closed, previously to that
law being introduced, ai a mueh earlier
Lowr than otherwise they would be, and
the shop emplovees were now night after
wight requived to work hehind  elosed
dovis in more unfavourable atinosphere
amd conditions than if the shops were
open and trade were going on. The Act
was inlended not to resirain or lumit
irade but solely to shorten the hours of
emplovees. What the member for Guild-
ford had said regarding the treatment of
wen and wowen during the past month
in the large shops of Perth, that these
people had been brought back on many
nighls to work overtime. takine stoel,
preparing for sales, replacing stock and
drine a thousand and one things reqnired
of them between closing time and open-
iny time was quite true. and vet the emly
clasing law was powerless to deal with
that malier. He contended at the ame
time that the Farlv Closing Act was in-
flictine. 11 properly administered, a aviev-
ous hardship on a large number of people
in thie community: it was inflicting a
hardship on these unfortunates who had
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from £50 o £130 with which they de-
sired 1¢ purchase stock and open small
shops i  out-of-the-way sireeis. As
soon as a man, perhaps a miner or a
manual labourer, was disabled, sume other
line of gecupation was thought of. The
individual perhaps would not be able to
continue the ardunus work he had been
diseharging, and the ouly resort was a
small shop wherein he could eke out
enough to keep limself in bread and
meat for the rest of his days. Or even
the woman whose husband was perhaps
Killed, and who had drawn a little in-
Suranee Wmoney, or Some compensation,
might desire to seek some means of keep-
ing herself and the members of her family
in the necessaries of life by opening 2
small shop. Then she had to pu into
-competition at onee with Foy and Gibson,
Boan Brothers, the Bon Marehe, and
-other places, and had te dv all her trad-
ing within the hours for trading open to
these particnlar firms. What hope had
an unfortunate man or woman, situated
as they were, of competing successfully
or earning even a crust by frading, if the
hours weve restricted to those of the big
shops. which could at the same time huy
at a big percentage less than the small and
strugeling traders eould do?  He con-
tended that the early closing law, while
it failed in the primary ohjeet of restric-
ing the hours of work, did absolufe mis-
chief in not permitéing snch people as
he had mentioned to earn a living. So
a donble injustice was done. The Gov-
ernment should fake into consideration
the practicability of requiring that shop-
workers should be allowed to leave their
work at a eertain hour each night, and at
the same time leave those shopkeepers
who employed no labour an opportunity
of trading after those hours if they
pleased to do so. Tt was a mistake to
make it an offence for a man who wanted
to =ell an article to =l ihat articie to a
man whe wanted to buy it ai any par-
ticular hour of the day. Apart from that
there was this ineffectiveness of the Aect
to achieve its own purpose of limiting the
howrs of emplovees. He wanted to give
another instance; the men who worked
the longest hours were those who worked

on the carls outside the shops. One
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could see diem even at rhe present time,
but more espectally in times of stress,
immediately before ihe holidays, deliver-
ing goods even afrer midnight. and these
men were absolutely unprolecred. There
wis ho lmitation to the hours of their
labour. These men shounld have the pro-
tection of the law. The same thing ap-
plied to the shop assistants. At night
on passing the big drapery shops one
could see the shadows of these assistanis
flitting aeross the windows from fime io
time. Anybody could make his own in-
vestigations awongst these carning their
living by working in fhese shops. The
toil of the shop-worker did nor conchide
with the elosing of the establishment. It
was by a fault of the Aet thai these em-
ployees were engaged for Jong after clos-
ing hour in fixing up stock and arvanging
ithe shelves and attending to a thousand
other fhings to be done; and s0 too in
the dressmakers’ and the tailoring estab-
lishments connected with these shops.
Girls were back working at all howrs of
the night getting very little, and in some
cases nothing at all for their work., At
the end of the busy season they were very
often tald to take a week or a fortnight’s
haliday without any paynient whatever.
The Comnittee onght to try to do some-
thing, to make =ome amendmeni in the
law in regard to shop-workers, who were
the weankest section of our communiiy.
Something ought to be done in regard to
the employment of pivls getting nothing
a week for a fairly long term, and later
25, 6d. a week with the “order of the sack”
very soon  afterwards.  These workers
had no organisation and no political
voiee; and uo consideration whatever had
been shown to them in respeet to lewisla-
tion. Yet they were in every sense well
deserving of consideration. And the em-
plovees in the warehouses, too, micht well
he brought under this limitation of hours
of emplovment. They oo were a help-
less unorganised sectinn, and were re-
quired time afier time and week afler
week to put in a large portion of fheir
nights working just as hard as ihey had
warked thronghout the day. He had. he
thoughi, said enongh to juslify his state-
ment that even when administered in ihe
most  eapable fashion the existing law
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was  defective.  The ordinary man or
woinan ronning a faney goods shop was
required to close it at six o’clock; and if
the door were left open affter ihat
hour even for ventilation purposes, with-
out the goods being shuttered off, the
person was liable to a penalty. Bt there
wizhi be, a door or two down the street,
a chemist’s shop; and in that shop the
tfaney goods which it was a erime to sell
in the fancy goods shop after six o'clock,
could be sold by the chemist at any hour
of the day or night without any breach
ot ihe law being commitied. This, again,
weni o show that the taw was defective
and even ridienlous. Tobacconists were
prohibited from selling tobaeco, cigars,
and ecigarettes afier 10 o'clock; but for
nearly two howss later the publican next
dvor could go on selling tobacco, cigars,
or cigarettes withoud committing any
breach of the law,

Mr. Underwood : He pays a license.

Mr. DAGLISH: But the man who
gnined a living by selling tobaceo, eigars,
or cigarettes was limited as to the time in
which e might sell these articles, where-
as ihe publiean who sold them merely as
a side line eould start selling two hours
earlier in the momning and sell two hours
later at night than the tobaceonist was
permitted to do. Certainly there were
one or two defeets in the Early Closing
Act. Bul coming to the question of ad-
ministration, he desired to express his
regret that the Government had lost one
of the best public servants in the State.
A servant good because of his energy,
good beeanse of his work, good because
of his industry, good because of his zeal
and good becaunse of the integrity that
had characterised the performance of
that work.  Mr. Vincent might have had
certain defects of manner; most of us
had. Mr. Vincenl undoubtedly was a
man with a strong spine and a straight
farward style of speech; and undoubtedly
if he were to come mnto conflict with an-
other as determined as himself there was
likely to be trouble. But Mr. Vinecent
should never have been required to come
inio eonfiiet with the strong-minded gen-
tleman who was then Principal Medieal
Ofticer. There had hezn a clash, and the
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lower officer had gone to the wall. By
this Western Australia had lost one of
the best officers we ever had, in spite
of all his defects; and Vietoria, who had
had a previous experience of Mr. Vincent,
had at once re-employed him in a some-
what similar position to that which he
liad held before joining onr service—a
position whieh he had been foolish indeed’
to sacrifice to come here. Ever since that
time there had been reasonable justifica-
tion for the complaints made in regard
to the administration of the Faetories and
Early Closing Acts. He did not intend
to follow the member for Guildford and
the Leader of the Opposition in their re-
marks in regard to the administration of
the Factories Aect; but he did desire to
cowplain very strongly of the adminis-
tration of the Early Closing Act. He
did not blame the Minister for this ad-
ministration except in so far as the Min-
ister had placed the administration of the
Factories Aet ander the control of the
Central Board of Health. As to the in-
competence of that board to administer
the Factories Act there could be no two
opinions. The very ecomposition of the
board was against efficiency to administer
the law. In regard to the difficulties in
respect to the administration of the Early
Closing Act he had asked some questions
in the House recently. One was in re-
gard to the capacity of the inspector to
conduet prosecutions. He did not even
know ‘the name of the inspector to whom
he had referred in that question; but lie
did know that some two weeks ago there
had been prosecutions in Perth against
certain shopkeepers for trivial breaches
of the Early Closing Aet. One of these
breaches was nothing more than that at
haif-past six o’clock a man who was run-
ning a stationery shop in conneetion wiilt
a faney goods shop had forgotten to enr-
tain off the fanecy goods department. For
this the shopkeeper had been very pro-
perly summoned. But very improperly
a solicitor was engaged to appear against
him. This, too, notwithstanding the faet
that there was no doubt of the man’s
guilt, and no possibility of any technical
defence being entered.  So far as he (Mr.
Daglish) could see, the solicitor was pres-

ent in eourt simply to heap wup costs
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against this uwnfortunate shopkeeper who
had fargotten to pull down a curfain.

The Altorrey General: What were the
costs ?

Mr. DAGLSH: The costs had been
either 2355, or 27s. 64d., he bhad forgotten
which. The gravity of the offence was
shown hy the imposition of the fine of 2s.
or 3s. Surely it was unfair to penalise
a man in costs in that fashion. As an
itlustration of the value of the solicitor’s
services on that oceasion, it might be said
that ihe offence had been commitied on
the 4th January, and was shown on the
summons to have heen committed on the
4th January; but the inspector when in
the box had sworn that the offence was
ecommitted on the 5th January, and the
prosecuting solicitor did net eorrect him.
In fact, it was the defendant himself whe,
foolishly enough had corrected the evi-
denee of the inspector; and for doing
this he was required to pay 23s. costs. It
would seem that if the defendant had
known enough all that would have been
necessary for him te do in the ciream-
stances was te have pointed out the dis-
crepaney in the dates, when the case
most have been dismissed. That was
surely an_indieation of the value of the
solicitor’s serviees to the inspector, though
it might also be evidence of the faet that
the inspector neceded assistance of some
sort.

Mr.
night.

Mr. DAGLISH : It should be possible
to find a man who knew the Act, and was
capable of proseculing under the Aet in
order to avoid penalising shopkeepers by
hieavy costs on top of small fines. It was
said in reply to a question that no person
was proceeded against without being first
warned, but that was contrary to the faeis,
because it was shown in evidence in one
case that the shopkeeper had never been
warned. There was a number of sinnlar
cases heard on the same dayv for offences
committed i January, vet for nine weeks
Charles Moore & Company and the Bon
Marche had been hreaking the law. Par-
liament recently decided that shops shoulil
pot be opened on Friday night.

Mr. Bath: Parliament did not deeide
that.

Ware: You made a mistake last
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Me. DAGLIBIT: The Assembiy samend-
ed the Aet to allow shops to be opened on
Fridoy night, but it was subsequently
struek out,
Mr. Bath: Not by this Chambor,

Mr. DAGLISH : There was nu destie
to o into thai guestion.

Mr. Bath: 1 thought you were an ad-
voeate of the Salurday half-holidn .

Mr. DAGLISH: That was ifie case.
He was a thorough advoeate thal all shops
shoukd he compulsorily closed on Sainr-
day affernoon at one olelock, but in this
matter his objection was to the fach fhat
shopkeepers in his district were compelled
to conipete against a late night in erth
on Friday for certain shops and a late
night im Perib on Saturday for eertain
shops, If we prosecuted a few suburban
shopkeepers for selling goods a few min-
utes past six o'clock on any night of the
week except Saturday, it was surely
wrong to allow big shopkeepers in Perth
to trade week after week on Friday
nights, this being undoubtedly against the
law. The issue of the last preelamation
making  Friday-opening illegal was a
great mistake, but at the same time we
must recognise that opening shops on
Friday nights was illegal, and that it was
wrong fo impose this double competition
un small shopkeepers. Ilis desire wos Lo
urge first of all that the Government in
order {o secure more clfieient administra-
tion of carly elosing and factories law
should abolish the amalgamaton effecied
hetween the Medieal Department and the
Early Closing and Factories Act admini-
stration; and in the second place, that
the Government should give the Inspeetor
of Factories the power, which was his
duty, to prosecute unmediately a breach
of the Act was committed without any
reference to a Minister or to any olher
officer: that the Government should re-
move the officer from all supervision, and
should make it incumbent on him to pro-
secute immediately a breach of the Act
was discovered, so that there could be no
aceusation of favouritism to anvhody,
anrd su that the inspector could be made
responsible for any breaches of the law
committed. Tf Lhis were done we would
have tar hetter administration of the law,
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
perfectly trve that the Factories Aet did
not achieve the object it was intended to
achieve and that an amendment of ihe
Act would be neeessary; but in attempt-
ing to amend the Act, we were not in the
position we formerly occupied; because,
hefore apy attempt could he wade by a
Siate Government to impose on any per-
son in Australin, white or black, condi-
tions peculiar to his colour, representa-
tions would have tv be made through the
Commonwealth Government to the For-
eign Office. For that reason it was most
important that we should mainain somne
open channel between the State and the
Foreign Office. It might well happen that
one State mighf wish to pass legislation
for ils protection that might not appeal
to the rest of Australia; and unless we
comdd show the Foreign Office that there
were comlitions that should partieularly
apply to {he S(ate we might run the risk
of having onr desires and welfare subor-
dinated to the general desire and welfare
of the Conumonwealth. In vegard to the
complaint of Chinese doing clearing on
Sundays, be did not know whether there
could be any prosecution. The old Sun-
day Observance Act could searcely be ap-
plicable to the peeuliar conditions that
mighl arise where elearing work was being
carried on. He did not propose fo enter
into any lengthy discussion of the matter
of the appointment of the Principal Med-
ical Oflicer, for one reason that he was
not personally prepared to bring forward
all the facts that no doubt would need to
be thrashed out if we were going into the
matter with that thoroughness to show
that the appointment eould not be chal-
lenged on any right grounds. The Pub-
lic Service Commissioner recommended n
gentleman who had been about eighteen
months in the Stale. This gentleman ne
doubt had youth in his faveur and eon-
siderable hrains, but the question hefore
the Government was whether there was
not a better man available, a man with
Innger experience in the State, one in
whom, owing to that experience, the sub-
ordinate officers would have greater confi-
dence, and a man who, from the expen-
ence of his own life, would be able to give
greaier henefit to the Siate. That was
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a quesltion that eould not be settled on the-
Hoor of the House, because every mem-
ber would be at the outset somewhat of
a partisan, wonld not be able to enler
into the merits and demerits of  the
tatter, amd would only be inspired from
some oulside souree,

Mr. Beth: Ot who nakes innuendoes?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Was
one Lo eredit the hon. member with rely-
ing on bLis imagination? Surely ecredit
must e given o the hon. member that
what he said was becanse of some know-
ledge derived from somewhere and not
hecanse of imagination, Then, if it be
knowledge derived from somewhere it
must be from some outside souree.

Mr. Johnson: There have been numer-
ous ruestions that the Government bhave
answered in reference to this matter,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
only questions asked were whether the
appeiniment had taken place and whether
De. Hope had been recommended by the
Public Service Commissioner. He was
not dealing with any innuendo or in any
way wishing to eriticise the Leader of the
Opposition in saying that the hon. mem-
ber's remarks were founded on informa-
tion received from some source; but he
was pointing out that in faet it would be
utlerly impossible to diseuss an appoint-
ment of this character with any possible
result in an Assembly such as this primed
ouly with the facts which to a certain
small extent had been communicated to
members.  In the civeumstances, how
could members express an epinien worthy
of consideration?

Mr. Bath: What about the fact known
to all of us that he has only a few years
to go before he reaches the vetiring age?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
gentleman, being 57 years of age, bhad
eight years to run before reaching the age
when he could be ealled upon o retire;
and then, if in the opinion of the Public
Service Commissioner and the Executive
Couneil it was of advantage to the State
to continue this zentleman’s services, they
could be continued. One could conceive
no argument more fallacicus than that
biecause a man had only eight years to run
hefore the retiring age would be reached
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we ~hould not appoint him to an office of
this character. Surely after years of
service a man’s services became more valu-
able, and surely this gentleman bad now
reached the summit of that value.

Mr. Johnson: The longer you keep
officers the worse they get.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
lion, member started on those premises,
we were now employing men who should
not be emploved. Surely a publie offlicer
gained experienee every day. In con-
nection with the prosecution of Brennan
Brothers, the member for Guildford pnt
the eomplexion on the matter that the
Minister and Mr. Brennan being close
personal friends, and Mr. Brennan being
a political supporter of the Minister’s,
the Minister had not discharged his duty
in this case. But what were the facts
on the file the hon. member had before
him? A complaint under the Faetories
Act was laid against fthe firm and came
hefore the magistrates in Perth.  They
heard the ease. and dismissed the seeond
eharge, while they ecould not agree on the
first and third charges. The Colonial
Secretary was in Kalgoorlie at the time,
and a telegram was sent to him saying the
Principal Medical Officer considered it
inadvisable to withdraw at that stage, and
recommended an adjournment 50 that he
could diseuss the matter will the Mini-
ster. The Minister in reply said that it
was impossible for him to advise on the
matier from such a distance, and that
action would have to be taken as they
thought best on the Principal Medieal
Officer’s recommendation. The member
for Guildford (Mr. Johnson) said that
because the telegram began “re Brennan
Bros.,” the Minister bad a full knowledze
of the faels, and should have advised on
the mafier from Kalgoorlie.

Mr, Johnson: 1 say that there should
he more on the file than there appears to
Le.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Every-
one knew of the proseeution agrinst
Brennan Bros.. and therefore to read
into the teleeram the meaning that the
Colonial Secretary had a full knowledge
nf the case seemed extraordinary. The
motive mentioned in the hon. member’s
speceh was worthy of him. e (the At-
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tomey Ceneral) repudiated eniirely any
inginuation of the Colonial Seeretary in
any way discriminating between Brennan
Bros. and other persons in the City.

Mr. Johnson: Why did not the prose-
cution go on?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Surely
that was obvious :  the principal charge
had failed in the court, and with regard
to the other two ¢harges the bench could
not agree. The Principal Medical Officer
having apparently satisfied himself thal
he could not suceeed in the action, was
not prepared fo go further, yet fhe hon,
meiwnber imputed political eorruption to
the Colonial Seeretary.

Mr. dAngwin: That is the opinien out-
side.

The ATTORNEY JdENERAL: 1t
might be the opinion of the people
the member associated with. As to re-
marks made by the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Daglish) that member had proved
in a lengthy speech that the Faectories
and Early Closing Acts were so badly
drafted that they were practically worth-
less, and he desired to get Parliament to
adopt some principle of legislation which
wauld allow (he shops to remain open,
apparently indetinitely, so long as there
was a proviso that the assistants shouid
anly work for fixed hours. Tf that were
practicable he would support it, but it
had never heen found workable. The only
way to secure that the shop assistants
should not be kept at work longer than
thie statutory hours was to close the shops.
The extraordinary Ffealure in connection
with the speech was that the hon. member,
having proved that the Aects were in-
capahle of effecting anything, then went
on to eriticise the administration of those
Aets by the (entral Board of Heaith.
Tf the Acts were worthless of themselves
then surely there could be no administra-
tion of them. The hon. member had over-
staied and over-argned his case. Ie
praved ton much in the first instanee, and
deprived himszelf of the chance of prov-
ing anything at all in the seeond instance.
With regard to a certain prosecution, he
eomplained nf n solieitor having been em-
ploved.  Where actions were taken
arainst chopkeepers a number of these
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cases were  grouped  together.  Where

the defendant pleaded guilty there was no
appearauce on tfhe part of the solicitor
against him, and he was merely fined by
the hench; but where shopkeepers pleaded
not @guilty then it was necessary for a
solicitor to be appointed io wateh ihe
‘interests of the Crown. In such cazes
one solieitor was appointed to act, no
matter how many cases were to be tried.
The solicilor did notl ask for costs against
each individual, but for one fee, and this
amount was divided up among all the
defendamts, It was necessary to have a
solicitor, for techunieal points always arose
in diseussions of this kind. The defend-
ants would be represenied by a solicitor,
and if the inspector were left to his own
-resonrees, in many cases justice would not

bhe done. There was no reason for com-
plaint. With regard to the fees, he

doubted whether the figures quoted by the
hon. member were correct, and anyhow it
must be remembered that the eosts in-
¢luded not only the professional fees, but
the eost of the summons, and the court
tees.

Mr. Gill: YWhat about people being
summoned without being warned.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Minister had told him the department had
never summoned a shopkeeper without
previously warning him.

Mr. Gill : That is incorrect.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was the informmation given him by the
Minister. ‘The member for Subiaco had
atitacked the solicitor. He started by
patking his own baek, and saying he did
not know whether that gentleman were
an elector or not of Subiaco. Surely the
‘Committee had bad enough of this habit
of members patting themselves on the
back and painting themselves in fav-
ourable colours before making an attack
upon some one else. One of the members
allegations against ihis solicitor was
that he bad not corrected a witness who
said in evidence that a certain date was

the 5th January instead of the 4th
Jannary. Tt a solicitor were to sugmest

to a witness the evidence he should give
any magistrate worth his salt, would or-
der him ont of court. It would not be
-tolerated for an instance that a solicitor
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should suggest what evidenee a witness
should give. To eriticize a goliciter for
not doing ihat which would make him
unworthy of his profession. was an ex-
traordinary example of what some mem-
hers would do.  In reeard 1o the
Friday half-holiday, there was a great
deal more of trade stress in this ues-
tion than a desire 1o secure a  half-
holiday for the emplovees. There was

- keen eompetition among the shopkeepers

and one found that those who were ad-
vocates of various sehemes weve =0, not
becanse of the desive to secmre betier
conditions €or the shop emplovees. but
in furtherance of the trade prospects in
the particular locality they represented.
The lton. member had =aid the Subiaco
shopkeepers were under a disadvantage
because Moore’s and the Bon Marche
opened on Fridays, therefore those fams
should be proseented. It was not for him
lo say that anyvene who broke the Aet
should not be prosecuted but when the
intent and spivit of the Aet were ob-
served, and the mere lelier was broken,
he would never be in a hurry to prose-
cute. He would not look for an oppor-
tunity to prosecute people so long as
they were observing the spirit of the

law,  Although the necessity might be
placed on the Execative Council teo
direct action against these people, it

would have no sympathy from him: he
would proceed because the law said he
must, but he would not do it with a feel-
ing of satisfaction. It was surprising to’
find members egzing on the Execntive
Council to take a course of this kind
when they were reluctant to do so.

M». Angwin: Has action been taken
against people in other parts?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL knew
of no distinetion having been made be-
tween different parts of the State.

Mr. Angwin: People had been threat-
ened with proceedings if they kept open.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Pre-
sumably then those people had received
the same notice as had been sent Lo
Moore’s and the Bon Marche. The Ex-
ecutive Couneil had to carry out the law
even if they disapproved of it. One
would not have expected the member for
Subiaco. such an ardent champion for
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the Saturday half-holiday, to go to the
Ezxecutive Couneil and try and get them
to proceed against those who of their
own free will had granted the Saturday
half-holiday and opened on Friday even-
ings instead.

Ttem. Principal Medieal Officer. £830:

Mr. JOHNSON moved—

That the item be reduced by £50.

The reason which mduced hm to move
the amendment was that some intorma-
tion mizht be given 1o the Committee
regarding the appointment of the new
Principal Medical Officer. In bis opinien
the (inovernment were trifling with this
imporiant matter. The Attorney General
Liad " insinnated that we went around
looking for special information on this
particular matter. If hon. members did
that they were simply doing their duty
to the State. When it was found that
applications were ealled and the Publie
Service Commissioner made a  recom-
mendation and the Government would
not eonflrm the appoiniment, one had
to take some action to protect the people
againsi the Government. who would not
abide by the decision of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner. It was some six or
seven months since applications were
called for this pesition. Many were re-
ceived and the Commissioner, in his wis-
dom, recommended 2 man for the posi-
tion. The Government could not &ce
their way to accept the recommendation
and For some reason now they proposed
to put inte this office annther gentleman
who had passed the best portion of his
life in the service of the State. The
laxity of administration in this depart-
ment was well known. One heard com-
plainis  about  health  administration,
hospital administration, and the admin-
istration of the Factories* and Early
Closing  Aets. and all was dee to the
faet that we had in control a gentleman
who was not able to grapple with the
various duties connected with the office
nwing to their magnitude. Now the Gov-
ernment did net want to profit by the
cxperience of the failure of that officer,
lut they proposed to perpetuate what
had gone on by putting in another gen-
tloman who would be equally incapable
of deing justice to this important office.
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'I'be position demanded a stvong  and
vigorous man as an administrator. The
Publie Service Commissioner set himself
out to find sueh a man and the Govern-
ment now proposed to bring up Dr. Hope
from Fremantle and put him in the posi-
tion, a man who was 471 vears of age.

Mr. Butcher: Is that a fact?

Mr. JOHNSON: I am sayving that,.
ad it is for the Minister lo deny the-
aceuraey of what [ have said. We have
asked the Government to place the papers
on the Table of the House and they have-
refused to do so, and vue could bet his
life that there was something to hide..
When this sort of thing happened a mem-
ber must forage out for himself.

The Minister for Works : Do you as-
sert that papers are pot laid on the table-
when asked for?

Mr. JOHNSON : The wmember for
Perth had submitted a motion asking for
these papers and it had never hbeen
treated as formal. If it had it would
not have been carrted, and hon. members
would have had to speak on this subjeet
witheut their book. When the Govern-
ment refused to give information, he felt
it was his duty to the State to endeavour
by all means to get that information him-
self, in order to protest the State from
the failure of the Guvernment to do their
duty. He undersivod that Dr. Campston
was the gentleman reeommended for the
position by the Publie Service Comuis-
stoner. Dr. Cumpston was at present an
officer in the Health Department. Ie
{Mr. Johnson) had been inforwed, and it
was again for the Government to deny
the accuracy of this, that the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner consulted four or five
professional men in this State and asked
them to assist bim in making a selection.
The majority of those medieal men en-
dorsed the recommendation of the Com-
missioner that Dr. Cumpston should be
appeinted. In face of that position, the
Government, when they differed from the
recommendation of the Commissioner,
should have placed the papers dealine
with the matter before the Hounse. The
Act stated that that course had to be

- followed in such eircumstances,

The Treasurer : You seem to know a
good deal about the facts.
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Mr. JOHNSOXN : \What he knew he had
heard frem the wman in the streer, and
Dr. Hope had not failed to talk about it
in  public.  Moreover Dr. Hope had
stated that if he got the position he would
want £1,000 a vear and not £850. That
remark had been nmade in a public place.
One had only to move arvound the streets
of  Perth to get imformation when the
Government refused to give if. He
hoped the Conunittee would investigate
this matter in order to see that the Siate
‘was prolected, and to see that the de-
partment was placed in the hands of a
eapable and vigorous administrator. We
wanted closer administration  than had
been given in the past, and we could not
get that from a man who was 57% years
of age.

{Mr. Taylor took the Chair.)

Me. ANGWIN: It was a pity that rhe
Government had not seen fit to place the
papers dealing with this matter on the
“Table of the House. There was a motion
on the Notice Paper in the name of the
member for Perth, and if he had been
anxious at all to secure those papers, the
-sesston had been long enough, and he
could have asked the Premier to treat the
motion as farmal and that would have
heen done. The position with regard to
the matter was. that the Public Service
Commissioner had to take inbo considera-
tion seniority as well as the qualifica-
tions of a candidate. The Commissioner
would not tell him anything about the
recommendation he had made, and if the
Commissioner had made the recommenda-
tion which had been referred to by the
member for Guildford then there was a
leakage in the office of the Commissioner
or in one of the Government departments.

Mr. Bath: The dogs in the sireet knew
of it.

Mr. ANGWIN : How could anyone
kuow unless there had been a leakage
soniewhere? An atiack had heen made
onr Dr. Hope, beeause it had heen said
that he did not possess the necessary
qualifications for sueh a position. We
must admit that he was a senior officer,

and we should iake into eonsideration that -

the Act disiinetly laid down that the
“Public Service Commissioner had to eon-
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sider the question of sediorily equally
with  qualifications. Dr. Hope was a
senior officer, therefore the attack which
had been made upen him hy wmembers
must be with regard to qualifieations,

Mr. Butcher : No one attacked his
quahfieations.
Mre. ANGWIN: The Public Service

Commissioner was i ile best position to
judge as to o man’s qualifieations, He
knew well that if Doctor Hope were fo
be appointed to the pusition he wonld

earry out his duties feaviessly. There
was no other medical man in Western

Australin who had been the weans of
condemning as many  buildings as had
been condemned hy Dr. Hope.

Mr. Swar : He has had more scope in
Fremantle,

Mr. ANGWIN: If Dr. Hope were bo
be appointed to this position there would
very soont he a great change in Perth,
No man in Western Australin econld be
relied upon fe give better -attention to ihe
duties of the office than would be given
by Dr. Hope.

The MINISTER FOR WORNKS: It
would be well to nail to the counter the
slatement wmade by the member for
Guildford, who had laid down the extra-
ordinary doctrine that when any Gov-
ernment did not see fit Lo lay papers on
the Table of the House that Govermment
iad something to be ashamed of. Tt
might so come about that the hon. member
would be again on the Ministerial side of
the House, when, in the event of his be-
ing asked for papers and refusing to pro-
duce themn, members would know ithat on
lis own showing he or his Government
had something to he ashamed of. As to
this question of the appointment of Prin-
cipal Medical Officer, Section 44 of the
Public Servicé Aet provided that in every
instance where a junior officer was re-
commended for a wvacaney, the Public
Service Commissioner should issue a cer-
tificate to the effect that there was no
seninr officer available and as capable of
safisfactorily performing the duties. There
eould be no question as to who was the
senior officer in the Public Health De-
partment to-day; vet there had been no
certificate from the Publie Service Com-
missioner to the effect that Dr. Tope
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was uet capable of gatizfastorily ner-
forming the dutics, notwithstanding that
the officer sugwested for the post by the
Publie. Service Commissioner was of only
eight months™ standing in the department.
But. suppesing that the Public Serviee
Commnsissioner were o issue a certifiente
to the effeet ilar there was no senior
alticer available who was capable of ful-
filling the dutiex. the Aet still provided
ways and means whereby .the Govern-
went night override the opinions of the
Public Serviee Commnisgioner—and very
properly so too.  He (the Minister)
might be accused of having some per-
sonal predileciion for Dr, Hope; but it
was sfrange thar the member for East
Fremantle, who differed from Dr. Hope
and from kim in his political views, was
able to give strong testimony as to the
straightforwardness and the absolute fair-
ness of the doetor in earrying out his
publit duties. 1t was well known that
as a public servant Dr. Hope had heen
absolutely fearless in the performanee of
s duties at Fremantle. The mere fact
that a man had arrived at the age of 57
should not be sufficient to debar him
from a high position, more particularly
wher: 1t was remembered that he was
robust and well preserved and had served
the public for very many years.

Mr. Secaddon : When does he retire?

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS: Com-
pulsory retirement was provided for at
the age of, he thouzht, 63 vears; but it
waz very hard to say that because Dr.
Hope had reached the age of 57 he should
not aitain to the highest position in the
department. One qualification held by
Dr. Hope, and which would be of the ut-
most serviee in the Prineipal Medieal
Officer, was that of tactfulness. At Fre-
mantle in respeet to the demolition of
many old buildings Dr. Hope had been
mosi taetful with the happiest resulis,
He (the Minister) could confidently in-
form the Commiitee that Dr. Hope was
absolutely fearless and straightforward
in the discharge of his duties.

Mr. BATH: Tt was unfortunate for
the Minister for Works that he had only
given a cursory glance at the provisions
of the Publie Service Act and so, while
he had fancied that he had happened
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upon something that would adenuately
support the position that he had taken up
he, as a matter of fact, had produced
something very much in the nature of a
mare’s nest. There were other provisions
in the Public Service Aet which had a
greater bearing upon the guestion of the
appointment than the seetion Io which*
ibe Minister had referred. Seection 9
gave the Commissioner wide powers in
respect to the disposition of officers and
the re-arrangement of ethods for carry-
ing out the departmental work in the di-
rection of securing the eennomical or cin-
venient working of the respective depart-
ments.  Further than fthat, Section 38
provided that a vacaney might, on the re-
eommendation of the Commissioner, be
filled by an officer of the department in
whieh such vacaney oecurred. or by an
officer of another department if it ap-
peared to the Commisstoner that such
appoiniment would result in the work of
the department heing more elficiently
performed ; efficiency meaning special
qualifications and an aptitude for tihe
duties o be fulfilled. In Section 39 it
was clearly laid down that in the matter
of appointments to ihe administrative
division seniorily should be suhordinated

to considerations of special filness. He
submitted that in ne appointment the
Puhlie Serviee Coammissioner had been

called upon to make was it more neces-
sary  that special fitness and aptitude
shonld be considered than in the question
of the appoimment of Principal Medieal
Officer. Yei from the administration of a
distriet like Fremaulle Dr. Hope, it was
proposed, should he called upen to con-
trol the whole of (he health affairs of
Western Australia. To eonteol the ad-
ministeaiion relative to public health and
the prevention of diseases. and the junn-
merably other duties required in the posi-
tion, no pains shonld be spared to obtain
the man best ualified. one whoe, from
superior attainments and opportunities of
securing special diplomas. was more fiti~d
than others to oceupy the position. There
was no desire to refleet on Dr. Hope's
capabilities, except that the experience of
the State was that one reason why there
was a big call for the payment of pen-
sions, wag that in many such appoeinl-
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ments oflicers who had a short time to go
before retiring had  heen  elevated to
positions, and the amounts of their pen-
sions considerably increased.

The dinister for Works:
be the case here.

Mr. BATH: Decidedly it would. The
Public Serviee Commissioner had not only
to judge tilness and capabilities bui he
had also to prevent nepotism and polili
cal patronage in appointments, in many
instances the more important duty to per-
form.
had unerring guides to follow—dipiomas,
and the knowledge of positions applicants
had filled elsewhere in appointments where
they might liave experience of the work
they would be called upon to do here.
Any Commissioner with sense could do
that and at the same Gime avoid those
evils he was appointed to prevent and the
Aet was passed to prevent, namely, in-
fluenee and favouritism u making ap-
poiniments to those important positions.
Members asked the minimum when they
asked to be placed in possession of all in-
formation in regard to this appointment,
and they had good veason Ffor thinking,
if the information were withheld, that
there was a desire to hold something
back. The Government should welcomne
the opportunity of giving members all the
information so that members could judge
for themselves. EHad they done so, pro-
hably some of the disenssion this after-
noon wmight have been avoided.

The TREASURER : Tt was impossible
for the Govermment to place the papers
before memmbers, because no appointment
had yet heen made. The papers were
incomplete and the whole mafter was
practically  sub judice. It would not he
wise fo call for the papers. '

Mr. Swan: The Government will decide
quiekly after we pass this vole.

The TREASURER: Was the hon.
member throwing out a threat?  There
was certain procedure laid down under
the Publie Service Aet and that procedure
would be followed. The Government
were not in sympathy with the recom-
mendation made by the Public Serviee
Commissioner. and that was as far as the
thing had gone. The matter must come
bhefare the Fxeeutive Counecil, and the

It will not
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Governor must, on the adviee of his Mini-
sters, decline to make the appointment.
The matter would then be referred back
to the Public Service Commissioner for
a fresh recommendation. When that
came on it must be accepted or rejected,
and then it was time for the papers o be
laid before Parliament.

Mr. Johmsen: Did you delay this to
decide it daring recess?

The TREASURER: These matters
were not done in five minutes. There
were many consultations. On many occa-
sions members claimed that Ministers
must not always rely on the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, but must rely on
their own judgment in making these ap-
pointments.

Ar, Angwin: For instance, the remarks
about the land tax assessor

The TREASURER: The Government
disagreed with the vreeommendation of the
Publie Service Commissioner on what they
considered were very proper grounds. A
young officer about eighteen months in the
service, an able man of high diplomas,
was selected by the Public Service Com-
missioner; but the Government recognised
that old servants who had passed the
prime of their lives in the service of the
State should reeeive due recognition at
the hands of the State, especially when an
officer had done good service in the earlier
stages of the State’s history, and more
especially when that officer had kept him-
gelf up-to-date in his profession and, not-
withstanding his years, showed more
energy and more administrative capacity
than officers many years his junior.
The Government were not to he hamed
because the mattér was delayed so  that
it might receive maturer eonsideration
and so that injustice would not be done
to an officer who had given his best years
in the service of the State.

Afr, Heitmann: That should not be con-
sidered. TPut the best man in the posi-
tion.

The TREASURER: The sections of
the Act quoted hy the Leader of the Op-
position, which had no hearing on the
section quoted by the Minister for Works,
said that we must consider ability before
seniority, hut in order that the Govern-
ment conld he assured of the excessive
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ability of onc ollicer
ceriiticate had to be issued by the Public
Service Commissioner that there was no
senior offieer eapable of satisfactorily
filling the posilion. Now no one had said
that Tw. Hope waz incapable of satis-
factorily cariying out the duties of the
position.

Mr. Collier: Tt is lo he presumed that
the Public Service Conumissioner would
issue that certificate.

The TREASURER: It was not fo he
presnnied. The Public Service Commis-
sioner would probably not be prepared to
issne that certificate. No one would say
that Dy. Hope was incapable of adminis-
tering the department, becanse his experi-
ence eminently fitted him for the position.
He had kept himself up-to-date in the
knowledge of the profession, and at his
own expense had wvisited London and
eained the diploma of publie health. Not
only this, but Dv. Hope had a special
faculty for administration; he had taet,
and in a position like this we had to look
for a man of this description to put him
in charge of a big department- requiring
very lactful management. The Govern-
ment shirked no respousihility; there was
no desire to keep buck any papers when
they were ready for produetion. Mem-
hers should not listen to “yarng” in the

aver anether, a

streets, or to information which appar-

ently leaked ouf, and then come to the
Honse and make charges against the Gov-
ernment. Until the transaction was com-
pleted, nntil the Governor-in-Council had
refused the recommendation, until there
was a further recommendation, and until
that was aecepted or rejected, it was not
proper that papers of this deseription—
which were private and eonfidential—
should be made public. Indeed it was
not in the interests of the State.

Mr. Holman: What ean be done after
an appointment is made?

The TREASURER : Nothing.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Avyes 13
Noes 27
Majority against . 9
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AYVES.
Mr. Bath Mr. Johnson
Mr. Bolion ] Mr. McDowall
Mr. Brown . Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Colller Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Gill + Mr. Swan
Mr. Gourley i Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heitmann | Mr. Ware
Mr. Holman Mr. A. A, Wllson
Mr. Hudsen ! Mr. Troy
T | (Teller).
Noks.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Layman
Mr. Barneit l Mr. Male
Mr. Butcher Mr. Mitehell
Mr. Carson Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher © Mr. N, J. Moore
Mr. Davles Mr. . F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gregory Afr. Osborn
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Piesse
Mr. Hayward Mr. Price
Mr. Hopkins Mr., Walker
Mr. Horan Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Gordop
Mr. Eeenan (Tetler).

Amendment thus negatived.

Ttem—Bacteriologist
£533 6s. 8d.:

Mr. BATH: Which officer was filling
the position?

The TREASURER: Dr. Cumpston wag
ihe officer at the present time.

Mr. BATH: Which officer then was
filling Dr. Cletand’s position?

The TREASURER: The exact defini-
tion of the position was not in his posses-
ston.

My, Collier: Baeleriologisl.

The TREASURER: Dr, Cleland had
left, and wilth regard to some portion of
his duties, those of lecturer 1o the Ednea-
tion Departinent, no arrangements had yet
been made to replace him. Dr. Cump-
ston had been engaged in the place of
Dr. Blackburne, who resigned from the
service. Dr. Cumpston was a gentfleman
who held very high degrees and who bad
n very varied experience. In the case of
any outhreak of infectious disease Dr.
Cumpston was consulted.

My, BATH: Tt was with the loss of
Dr. Cleland’s services that he desired more
particularly to deal. This was not the
first instance where in Western Australia
there had been need for skill and ability
and where we had the unhappy faculty
of getting rid of a good man, and retain-
ing those who were antiquated in their

and Pathologist,
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ideas, It was a most unfortunate thing

and we should begin to realise this very
important malter, if only from the point
of view that we wanted (0 pain as much
population as was possible by excess of
births over deaths and in connection with
which the question of health entered very
largelv. One could not hlame Dr. Cle-
land beeause he had gone to New South
Wales to take up what was perhaps one
of the very best positions a medial officer
could oecupy, that was, to be engaged in
original research. But he ventured to
say that in Western Australia we had as
many possibilities for scientifie discovery,
which would mean untold wealih to the
Siate, as there were in New South Wales,
and we wanfed men who were skilled in
this direetion. We could afford to pay
more for them. 1t was found in South
Africa and in South America, and in faet
all over the world, that these eountries
were securing great wealth from the faect
that they had employed the best talent,
with the result that new discoveries had
been wade. He had only to eite the
discoveries of the new variviies of rubber
tree on the West Coast of Afriea, which

had added great wealth and inereased
trade there to a ygreat extent. Here we

had a wonderful variety of bhotanical life
of which so little was known, and it was
possible by reseavch that we might be
able to increase our wealth as well.

Mr. Jacoby: The Agricultural Depart-
ment should do that.

Mr. BATH : We could not afford o lose
a good wan. The Minister had alse ve-
ferred to the work this officer had done
in eonneciion wiih ihe Education Depart-
menf. The position was ihat the amount
of wurk ihis oificer could cover was
limited. We wanted ihis work extended,
because (he repurt of Dr. Blackburne
showed that Lhere were many physical de-
fects in the c¢hildren attending ihe schools.
If thi= knowledee were made known to
the parents, they could attend to ihe mat-
ter with considerahle bhenefit fo the ehild-
ren when they grew up.  In Great Briiain
the work was taken in hand, in the first
place not by the Government but by
medical men fthemselves, who did it as a
Iabouwr of love, All vver Western Aus-
tralia it would be possible to find medical
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men who would he willing to aet in a
similar way, and he made the sunggestion
to the Treasurer with a view of its heing
acied upon in the future. If medieal
men were willing to carry on this work
the Government should avail themselves
of their services.

The TREASURER: With regard to
the suggestion made by the member for
Brown Hill he would be only too happy
to adopt it if it were at all possible. He
wonld see what could be done in that re-
spect. He agreed as to the necessity for
keeping capable men in Western Ausbra-
lia. The Government had recogmised the
exceptional ability of Dr. Cletand and he
had only to point out the faet that this
officer started in 1906 at a salary of £400,
then it was increased to £300, and when
D, Cumpston was engaged under a
special agreement at a salary of a mini-
mum of £500, rising to £600 by yearly in-
crements of £33 6s. Sd., the Government
immediately placed Dr. Cleland on the
same fonling.

Ay, Heitmgun: That s not n salary
for a seieniific man, Why, at Black
Range he could earn £600.

The TREASURER: At any rate he
wished to point out that every effort wus
nade to pay Dr. Cleland a salary which
was commensnrate with the pesition he
ccoupied. A much belter post was
offered to im, and therefore he eongratu-
lated the doctor upon the faet that he
had moved a step upward, and had ob-
tained ene of the prizes of the profession.
As far as the Government were concerned
everything  wilhin  reascenable  hounds
wounld be done to keep men of ability in
Western Australia.

Ttem, Medical QOfficer for Sehools, ete.,
£518:

Mr. HOLMAN: The matter referred
to hy the Leader of the Opposition
should receive more than passing con-
sideration. There was a number of medi-
cal officers paid by the State, and others
pactially paid by the State. und 1t
should be easy to arrange for these medi-
cal officers to undertake duties in con-
neetion with the examination of pupils
in zchools. [t was necessary that school
children shauld have their eves iexted,
and their teeith examined. € these mat-
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terx were attended lo carly in life,
remedies might be effecied. A course of
lectures might be given to the teachers
who could thus instruct the childven in
matters affecting their health. We
shautd be following a geod system which
was in existence in the old country.
Honorary medieal officers could be at-
tached 1o the schools.

Mr. HEITMANN:  What was heing
-done as io the medical examination of
Staie school children, and was it the in-
tention of the Government to extend the

system? The Government were prepared

to make easnal  examinations of all
Stale scliool ¢hildren but not a therangh
-examination, One of the diseases which
was becoming prevalent yearly was lung
trouble in various forms. From the ex-
perience of older countries this was one
of the diseases that we could not place
tos much imporiance upon. Therefore,
the Government should see that State
school children were edically examined.
If we could not remedy the trouble as
to the birth rate. we should make it a first
point to take wmore care with the chil-
dren we had. Expense should not stand
in the way of an extension ot the system
in this direction. From the report of Dr.
Blackburne one learnt that casual visiis
were made to State schools, but the sys-
tem should he extended throughout the
State. We might have medical men de-
livering lectures throughout the Siate,
not to the children, but to the parents,
for it was found {hak ignevance was dis-
played by parents as to sanitation and
bhygiene. Was it the intention of the
Government to extend the present sys-
tem, or did they intend to jog along as
they had been doing during the past few
years?

The TREASURER: Periodieal inspec-
tion of State school children was first
undertaken two vears ago by Dr. Black-
burne, some 3,000 or 4,000 children heing
examined for throat, eve, and ear dis-
eases. This work had sinee been taken
up by Dr. Cumpsion. The intention was
to extend the system as far as possible.
He had noted the suggestion of the Lea-
der of the Opposition. Up to the present
the various district medieal officers or
private practitioners had not {aken part
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in this werk, hut if pgveenhle, no doubt
the Government would be happy lo have
their services.

Mr. Heitmann: The Governmenr medi-
cal oflicers should be asked to do this
work as they were paid.

The TREABSCRER: The matier
would be braught under the wotice of
the department, and if possible. ihe sys-
tem would be extended.

Item, Medical Officer for Placue. £68:

Mr. ANGWIN: What was the inten-
tion of the Government in regard to
this officer, for at present there was no
plague, nor had there been Tur some
time? The dutics of this officer could be
carvied out by the distriet medical offi-
cer, and there would be a saving to the
State.

The TREASURER: This wedical offi-
cer (D, Anderson) had special know-
ledge of Dbubonie plague, and it was
thought advisable to pay him a retain-
ing fee of £52 per annum to have his ser-
vieces in this eonnection. The officer had
done excellent serviece in Western Aus-
tralia in regard to bubonic plague, and
it was little enough to pay hun for the
work he had done. There had also been
an examination of rats which was a
very extensive work, especially at Fre
manile,

Mr, ANGWIN: Conld not the duties
of this officer be tacked on fo thuse of
the disiviet medieal officer?

The Treaswrer : This
special qualifications.

Mr. ANGYWIN:
them from?

The Premier: The officer had experi-
ence in India. ’

AMr. ANGWIN: The officer was paid
a special fee when attending te plague
patients, and a very good fee. There
was no necessity for this retainer. The
doctor would not run away while there
was plenty of work for him to de.

The Treasurer : Consider the
number of rats examined.

M. ANGWIN: Would the Minister
supply a return showing the number of
rats examined during the last iwo
vears? This was an item which we ¢ould
well do withont.  The districi medieal
officer at Fremantle could carry out tiis

officer had

Where did he zet

larae
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work. This was money waslted, Would
the Giovernment go  info (the matter
Inter on?

The Treasurer @ Very well.

Ttem, Compulsory Vaccination Officer,
£180:

Mr. BOLTON: Tt was originally in-
tended by him to move that the item be
siruck onl, but sinee he had had a eon-
versation with the Treasurer and the
Premier, he thought it might he wise
to move thar thie item be reduced by £60,
heing the salavy for the remaining founr
months of the financinl year. The past
seven montlhis salary had heen paid to
this officer, and he had now started on
the eighth onth of the vear. It was not
intended to deal with the question of comi-
pulsory vaecinabion now.  On the first
day of the session he (BMlr. Bolion) liad
given notice to move for leave to bring
in a Bill 1o do away with compulsory
vaceinalion, and ou the following day,
the muotion was carvied and the Bill
brought . Since then no opportunity
had been given to discuss the measare.
He did noi allogether blame the Govern-
ment for (his, but it would be impossible
for the measure to be discussed in an-
other place this session. He was preity
sure of a goad majority in this Hounse
in favour of the measure, and it wounld
he carried in another place, siill, the Bill
would have to be drepped for this ses-
gion, It was nat intended to depose this
officer, for he (M. Bolton) was inform-
ed by the Minister in charge of the de-
partment that something else eonld be
found for this officer to do for the re-

mainder of the financial vear. Theve
was onlv ane  compulsory  vaceination

officer appointed for the Stale, and it
was well koown that he could not visit
the whole of the distriets within the
meiropelitan area.  Therefore, the pro-
ceedings were favcieal, If the item were
reduced by £60, the compulsory vae-
cinntion officer would nol exist until we
had had an opportunity of diseussing
the Vaceination Aei Amendment Bili.
If (he ®Rill became law, as he be-
lieved and hoped it would, the office of
compulsory vaeeination offieer would be
abalished, and  provision would have
been made for the abolition of this offi-
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cer four months before the passage of
the measure. He had the assurance of
the Premier and the Minister in charge
of this department, that no action would
he taken against parents or gnardians of
children who did not have their children
vaecinated if provision was not made
for the salary of this vaecination officer.
He had no desire ta reduee ihe ilem
simply with the object of defeating the
Government, but it was to get a elear-
opinion from the House on the question
of compulsery vaceination. If the am-
endment were carried it would mean
that there would he no compulsory offi-
cer for the resi of the financial year or
until a new Bill was dealt with by the
Legislature.  Tliere would then be no
further prosecutions under the Aect, so
he had been toeld.

Mr. Brown: That is scandalous.

Mr. BOLTON: The hon. memher who
had interjected would have plenty of
opportunity to show his opposition to
the attempt to do away with compulsory
vaeeination when the Bill was before
the House. He did not seek to capture a
single vote on this amendment on the
seore of economy bnt it was simply to -
allow members to show their disap-
proval of eompulsory vaccination.

My, Brown: It was scandalous for the
(Government to promise that they would
not earry out the provisions of the Act
if the amendment were agreed to.

Mr, BOLTON had not said that. What
he had said was that if the vote were
reduced the compulsory officer would be
out of employment from the end of this
month and compulsory vaecination would
cease then; but there was no doubt the
same resalt would have been achieved had
the Bill he had given noliee of been dealt
with by the Legislature this session. He
moved an amendmeni—

That the item be reduced by £60.

The TREASURER: The excision of
the item from the Estimates could not de-
termine an Aect of Parliament which eom-
pelled people to have their children vac-
cinated. Only the repeal of the Aet
could end its operation. It was a most
improper procedure altogether to endea-
vour to override an Act which had heen
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in existence bere for mavy years by eut-
ting down the item tor the officer control-
ling #t. The Premier had informed him
that there was no understanding between
him and the hon. member that there would
be no further prosecutions if the amend-
ment were earried, but that his reply to
the hon. member was that the bringing
forward of the amendment would enable
him to ventilate his case. There was no
understanding that if the item were cul
-down further proceedings under the Aei
would cease.

My, Bolton : I received that ssswrance
from the Colonial Secretary.

The TREASURER: There must have
been some misunderstanding. The faet
of having or not having an officer eould
not stop the action of an Aect. There
were vegistrars of births throughout the
State and certificates of vaccination had
to be lodged with them, and the regis-
trars had power to take aetion. Ad-
mittedly in the wmajortty of cases they
took action through the officer now under
disenssion. The compulsory officer con-
.sulted all the returns sent in to him, and
when he found out cases of childven who
were not vaccinated he took proceedings.

Mr. Bolten : No action has been taken
outside the City.

The TREASURER: Well then what
was the hon. member grumbling ahout?

Mr. Underwood : Because acilon is
taken i one ease and not in another.

The TREASURER: By all means let
the question be discussed but no effort
should be made to supersede the Aet by
means of eutting down an item on the
Estimates. The member should not
take aection which would interfere with
the Government Eslinates in order to
bring about the non-enforcement of a
certain Act of Parliament. If he did this
he would probabiy alienate the sympathy
of those who were against compulsory
vaccination. It was quite an improper
eourse for him o take.

Mr. BOLTOX: Would it he possible
for him, by permission of the Committee,
to withdraw the amendment and move to
teduce the item by one pound?

The CHAIRMAXN: No.

Mr. BOLTON: Tf he obtained leave
to withdraw the amendment could he not
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inove to reduee the tem by a nominal
sum?

The CHAIRMAN : No. The only
way the hon. member eould take action
was io move to reduce the total vote by
a nowinal amount; he could nol reduce
tlte item by a nowminal amount.

Mr. BOLTON: In suel eireumsiances
e would noi ask leave to withdraw Lhe
awmendment,

M, ANSWIN - An expression of
opinion should be taken by members on
the question of compulsory saecination,
A very large majority of the residents
of the Slate were against this prineiple
aml ‘here was not the slizhtest doubt
that the sveiem now in vorue was o farce.
It was impossible for the compulsory
officer lo carry vul the duties assigned to
bim. It had heen proved pretty con-
clusivelv that vaceination had hbeen ithe
cause of the death of a number of child-
ren.

Mr. OSBORN: This was not the pro-
per way to seek for an opinion from
wembers cu the question of compulsory
vaceination, It was a matter which re-
auired verv serious consideration and he
certainly did not intend to commit him-
selt on the question without frst having
an oppmtunity of reading up on the
subject, of hearing what memhers lad
to say upon it, and of seeing the pro-
visions of the Bill infended to be intro-
duced rvegarding it.  The Bill was not
before the Cowmitiee and it alto-
eether a wrong procedure fo follow for
the hou. member to endeavour to cut
down the item on the Estimates so as to
get an expression of opinion ou the prmn-
ciple. He intended to vofe azwsinst the
amendment as fhis was not rthe richt
time fo deal with the question, The Lon.
member should withdraw hi= awendment
and bring forward his Bill ai the first
possihle opportunity. He should not at-
tempt to get a snatch vote at {his june-
ture by the reduction of an item on the
Estimates.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : The amendment
would have his support for quite another
reason than those already mentioned,
namely, that this officer did not enforce
the Act throughout the whole of she State.
Now, as there was but the one officer it

Wi
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would seem that the Act was not being
enforced outside Perth and Fremantle,
where the offieir wes stationed. That
being so, it was useless to attempt to
enforce the Act in that one locality. He
had reason to believe that the police
enforced it in other centres ; but if that
were 50, the police were equally capable
of enforcing it in the metropolitan area.
As to the guestion at issue, namely, that
of vaccination, he himself was in favour
of it-; at the same time the House had
decided against it bv a two to ome
majority and in view of that the Govern-
ment ought to take up the question and
ses it through. However, as the Act
was not being carried out as it should be,
the salary paid to the officer under
consideration was being wasted. Con-
sequently he (Mr. Underwood} wonld
vote for the amendment.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Aves c. .. o 20
Noes .. . .. 24
Majority against .. &
AYRA.
Mr. Angwin * Mr. Hardwick
Mr, Barpeit Mr. Holman
Mr. Baih Mr. Horan
Mr. Bollon Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Buicher Mr, O'Loghlen
Mr. Collier Mr. Swan
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Underwood
AMr. Davles Mr. Walker
Mr. Gill Mr. Ware
Mr. Gouarley Mr. Heitmann
{Teller).
NOES.
Mr. Brown Mr. Monger
Mr. Carsen Mr. N. J. Maore
Mr. Draper | M. S. F. Moore
Mr, Foulkes t  Mr. Nanson
AMir. Gregory | ar. Osborn
Mr. Hayward Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hophkins Mr. Price
Mr. Hudson Mr. Taylor
Mz, Kecnan Mr. Troy
Mr. Male ; Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. McDowall . Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Mitchell | Mr. Gordon
(Teller).
Amendment thus negatived.
Itemn, District Medical Officers,
£10,487
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Mr. BROWN : It would be interesting
to know the total amount paid to the
district medical officer at Fremantle.

The TREASURER: The member
could find the information in the foot-
note. The amount was, he thought,
£920.

Mr. BROWN:  According to the
footnote there was in addition to that,
£50 for drug allowance, making £970,.
and quarters, water, and sanitation free.
So it seemed that with these other items
Dr. Hope at Fremantle was drawing
about £1,200. It was passing strange
that the Government should seek to re-
duce him to £830 by appointing him
Principal Medical Officer. How came
it that this gentleman was prepared to
throw up some £400 ¢r £500 a year for-
the sake of being made Principal Medical
Officer ? It wonld be interesting to-
know the reasons for the desire on the
part of the (Rovernment to appoint him
to that position.

Mr. NANSON: It was to be hoped
the Treasurer would reply to the hon.
member. For his part he would like to
call attention to the item ‘' Geraldton-
Greenough,” which was included in the
item District Medical Officers. He had
asked questions in the House to-day in re-
gard to this officer, and had learned that
his salary was £275. This question of
medical officers in agricultural districts
was one that must appeal to all members
representing such districts, and one,
moreover, to which the Government
ghould devote some attention. At Green-
ough at the present time there was in
evidence a considerable number of cases
of diphtheria. It seemed that the officer
at Geraldton had reported only four cases,
but there must have been more. The
district was so scattered that if a medical
officer visited the centre he might he
miles away from where his services were
required. Again, the need for the
doctor’s services might not be apparent
on the day of the visit. A valuable life
was lost through diphtheria, a youth,
apparently quite well on the day of the
doctor’s visit to the district, having died
two days later. It was difficult to
diagnose diphtheria, while it was an
expensive matter to send for a doetor -
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over the long distance between the
district and Geraldton until it was really
assured that there was need {or the
doctor’s services.  Possibly it might be
found practicable to provide a liberal
subsidy for a resident medical officer
provide | the residents of the district
were prepared to iirnish among them-
selves a certain sum on the pound for
pound basis. At any rate the Govern-
ment should, during the present outbreak
of diphtheria, send an officer to the
district, if it was only as a temporary
measure.

Mr. JACOBY : The districts swroun-
ding Cuildford, for which there was a
subsidy, were not provided with medical
attendance. When the matter of these
appointments was being considered, some
scale of charges might be agreed upon by
which the resident medical officer’s ser-
vices might be obtained in the districts
surrounding Guildiord. At present the
doctor’s fee for attending patients a
short distance out from Guildford among
the hills was usually five guineas.

The TREASURER: The resident
medical officer at Guildford received £124
practically to attend the Government
cases at the local hospital ; but some
arrangement might be made for a scale
of fees ifor the outlying districts
of Guildford. This matter would be
brought under the notice of the Colonial
Becretary. The alteration in regard
to the resident medical officer at Green-
ough had not been made without due
consideration. It was impossible to
have medieal officers in every centre
where the population was small. He (the
Treasurer) had had a more bitter ex-
perience than the hon. member. At
Nannup diphtheria carried off five or six
children. As soon as he received a wire
from the distriet he communicated with
the Colonial Secretary ; but the depart-
ment had already sent out the medical
officer from Busselton. He felt sure that
if the hon. member had made represen-
tations to the departinent the result
would be similar.

Mr. Nanson: In all probability. I
make no charge against the Minister.

The TREASURER : The desire of the
Government was to give as free and
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extensive medical at{ention to people
in the State as could be got in accordance
with the revenue at our disposal, but the
line must be drawn somewhere. Where a
district was not more than 13 or 14 miles
from a medical officer it was not in-
flicting a hardship on the settiers to have
no doctor in the district, but something
on the lines of the subsidy suggested by
the hon. member might be done. Soine
of our hospitals had been put under
local cotamittees on that basis with good
results. The suggestion would be brought
under the Colonial Secretary’s notice to
soe if some scheme in that direction could
not be devised. Those who helped
themselves should certainly be assisted.

Mr. BUTCHER : If the suggestion’
made by the member for Swan were
carried out it would mean granting a
monopoly to the resident medical officer
at Cuildford, and it would drive out the
independent men, or compel them to
accept the scale of fees laid down by the
department. That aspect should recetve
consideration.

Item, Secretaries and Dispensers {4)
£656 :

Mr. BOLTON : It would appear that
the dispenser at Kalgoorlie could look
after the work of both Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie, especially in view of the fact
that Coolgardie was disappearing.

Ttem, Radiographer (Kalgoorlie Hos-
pital), £5¢:

Mr. BATH : The fees charged for the
Rontgen rays apparatus at Kalgoorlie
were stiff, and in view of the fact that
most people could not pay them, an
invention of this kind which saved so
much trouble and se much of the probing
otherwise necessary should be made
available as cheaply as possible.

The TREASURER : As far as the fees
charged for administering the Rontgen
rays were concerned, he could not say
what they were, but he agreed with the
hon. member that the treatment should
be provided at as cheap a rate as possible.
He would bring the matter under notice.

Item, Perth Public Hospital, Main-
tenance, £16,000:

Mr. HEITMAXNN: There was no
desire on his part to reduce this item.
He believed the Perth Fospital was a fine
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institution, but there were times when
we heard from the newspapers various
complaints about the meanagement, some-
times about the treatment of the patients
and at other times about the staff.
From time to time he had heard of
complaints about the treatment meted out
to the nurses. He would suggest the
members of the board should wake up
and see if it was possible to give the
nurses shorter hours of labour. It
would be interesting to get a return
showing the number of nurses who had
fallen sick in the first 12 months of their
service in the institution. . There was a
time when we heard complaints that the
Legislative Assembly was not represented
on the board of management, and
afterwards the member for Mount Mar-
garet and the member for Perth were
appointed on the board. When the
member for Mount Margaret was appoin-
ted we expected to hear of many reforms
being effected and that his appeintment
would be like & lion going amcng the
lambs. Tt looked as if the lambs had
eaten him up, for he was now the mildest
lion that could be found. Greater con-
sideration should be given to the nurses,
and he hoped that the Colonial Secretary
would make every effort to bring about
such a reform.

Mr. BROWN : As one of the members
of the hospital board and also one of the
members of the visiting committee he
desired to say without fear of contradic-
tion that the management of the Perth

hospital to-day was as perfect as it
possibly could be. And it was evident
the Covernment had attempted to

ameliorate the conditions of the nurses
by expending as members would see
on the Loan Estimates, £12,000 to
provide them with proper accommoda-
fion. When those nurses’ quarters were
completed the nurses would have little
if any cause for complaint. He would
admit in some cases that the hours were
long, but members forgot that every
nurse each week had one clear day off,
and the patients themselves complained
even on that day of the interference of
possibly a strange nurse. When Mer.
Taylor was Colonial Secretary he went
into the question of hours and found it
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impossible to introduce the eight hours
system. " Even if it were possible to
introduce the eight hours system it
would cost an extra £3,000 or £4,000.
The hon. member for Cue had complained
about the treatment of the nurses.
Everything had been done to make the
nurses a3 comfortable as possible. It was
admitted that the quarters were bad and
the board had done their best by renting
at considerable expense some villas in
Hay-street for the benefit of the sisters.
Mr. Rendall and he (Mr. Brown) had
been on the visiting staff for the last two
years, and he would say that the nurses
had been asked whether they had any
complaints to make, and not a single one
had been forthcoming. Mr. Rendall and he
had gone through the hospit:] unattended
and had invited complaints, hut in not
a single instance had one been made.
The only one they did receive was from a
patient who complained that he was not
receiving sufficient food. The matter
was represented to the Principal Mediecal
Officer, who replied that the patient had
been operated on for some abdominal
complaint, and naturally they were
starving him until he had recovered from
the effects of this operation. Mr. Speaker
wes the chairman of the board and he
had done his best not only for the patients
but for the nurses. The probationers
in the hospital must expect for three
years to work harder than they would do
after having passed their examinations.
There was no profession in Western
Australia where women could aiter a
term of three years vome out and demand
three or four guineas a week as profes-
sional nurses.

Mr. HEITTMANN : No complaint was
made about the cost of the hospital,
although one might justifiably raise
objection about the increase in the vote.
He believed however that the money
was well spent. Listening to the hon.
member for Perth one would think that
nurses after having served their three
years would have no difficulty in securing
employment at a high salary. From
two to five however might get the salary
mentioned by the hon. member, and then
possibly they would secure work for only
four or five months in the year. Looking
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at the salary list onc found that the
matron who was the highest paid member
of the staff received £150 and the nurses
were paid from £18 to £80 per annum.
It was ridiculous for the hon. member to
say that to employ the nurses for eight
hours a day would mean an extra cost of
between £3,000 and £4,000. The whole
of the salaries at the present time did not
come to anything like that. If the
board of management were not prepared
to do something in this respect he hoped
the Committee would do something.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pm.)

Mr. HEITMANN : It was his desirc to
drasw the attention of the Covernment to
the method of treatment of phthisical
cases in the Perth public hospital. Tt
was only too well known to the average
citizen that in Western Australia we had
very many cases of lung trouble. Very
often these cases were among people who
could not afford to pay private hospital
fees, and who consequently, were forced
to go into the public hospital in Perth.
In the first instance these patients were

ptaced among other patients in the
hospital. He particularly wished to
impress this upon the Minister, It was,

he understood, because they had not
sufficient accommodation in the No. 10
ward. which was set apart for these cases.
He had frequently visited the hospital.
At one time he had two friends in there
for over two years. Later on they were
moved to Coolgardie. One of these,
when first placed in the Perth public
hospital was considered to be at death’s
door ; but after lingering for 18 months
in that hospital he had been removed to
Coolgardie, where he rapidly recovered.
He (Mr. Heitmann) hoped the Govern-
ment would recognise that it was their
" duty not only towards the unfortunate
people striken down with this disease,
but towards the public generally, to
enlarge the sanitorium at Coolgardie and
to make it easier for patients in the Perth
public hospital to be removed to that
sanitorinm.

Mr. TAYLOR : The member who had
just resumed his seat had pointed out to
the Government the necessity for doing
something further than what had already
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been done in the way of providing some
suitable ptace for those suffering from
lung trouble. Mr. Heitmann had referred
in warm terms of praise to the sanitorium
at Coolgardie. This was the more plea-
sing to him (Mr. Taylor} because when
Colonial Secretary he had taken a hand
in the establishment of that institution.
He was sorry that the institution had not
been maintained along the lines which he
had intended. He had established that
institution after having taken intu con-
sideration the climatic advantages of
Coolgardie and its suitableness for the
treatment of consumptive patients during
at least eight months of the year. He
had been advised that there was no better
place in the whole of the Commonwealth
for this purpose. Because of that he had
instituted the sanatorium with the object,
not of making it a home for patients with
no chance of recovery, but for those who,
being in the early stages of the disease,
could under proper treatment be wholly
cured. It "had been proved beyond
doubt that the disease, if taken early,
could be cured in 85 per cent. of the cases.
He had instituted that sanatorium at
Coolgardie with the object of demon-
strating that, given the highest remedial
skill, consumption was a curable disease.
Unfortunately the institution had not
since been used to that end. The
position to-day was such that no matter
how the Covernment might he feeling the
stringency of finance it would have to
consider the setting apart of a large sum
of money for the purpose of building a
consumptive sanatoriom. More than
that, legislation would have to he pro-
vided against the landing on our shores of
consumptives from foreign countries.
He dad gone deeply into this question
and he could say that throughout the
Commonwealth and New Zealand it was
a generally accepted opinion that Western
Australia was, par excellence, the place
for persens affected with lung trouble. Tt
was because of this that we had so many
such cases in our State. According to
the local medical fraternity it would be
necessary to build a second sanitorium in
the Darling Ranges for occupation in the
summer months. He had been a member
of the Perth public hospital hoard for &
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term. That board was faced with a
difficulty almost insurmountable, namely,
that there was & very large number of
people suffering from consumption who
desired treatment in the hospital, where,
in point of fact, there was accommodation
for only 16 consumptive patients. Hon.
members would recognise that that
hospital was no place for people suffering
fromy consumption in advanced stages ;
for within the narrow confines of that
hospital they were unavoidably placed
in close proximity to other patients in
ill-health, Tt was very uunsatisfactory
to the board of management that these
consumptive patients were there at all ;
but what could the board do ? The
board had pointed out to the Government
the need for further arrangements and
the suggestion was made that the
Government should build a sanatorium at

Subiaco where the infections cases were’

now treated. At all events it was to be
hoped that the Government would give
this matter the consideration it deserved,
because it was a subject that could not be
treated too lightly, when we had in our
midst people suffering from this disease
which simply ate away the human frame,
killing by inches. He understood it had
been pointed out that the hospital was
almost & sweating concern in regard to
the nurses. Two members of the board
of management werc appointed each
month as & visiting committee, and they
went through the hospital ot sry time
thev choose, unaccompanied by any
officer : and if there were any complaints,
and if the nurses did not avail them-
selves of this opportunity oi making them
known, the brard could not e blamed.

Mr. Heitmann : Your own common
gense cught to tell you that eleven hours
a day is too long.

Mr. TAYLOR : The nurses worked for
‘nine hours, but, in the ¢ircumstances, the
institution could not be run otherwise.

Mr. Heitmann : It can.

Mr. TAYLOR : If the hon. member
could influence the Government to put
on three staffs where two were employed
it might be done. There might be some
truth in the complaints in regard to pro-
bationers, but they were just like appren-
tices. The nurses and sisters made no
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complaints. When he (Mr. Taylor)
was Colonial Secretary, and when Dr.
Ellis had moved that the nurses should
work eight hours a day, he had visited the
Perth and TFremantle hospitals, and
found that the nurses were perfectly sat-
isfied.

Mr., Heitmann : Because they were
threatened that it would be worse for
them if they complained.

Mr. TAYLOR : Any member knew
that he would not submit to anything
likke that if it came to his knowledge that
employees were coerced not to speak the
trath ; but these nurses not only spoke
to him and told him that they were satis-
fied, they wrote and told him that they
were satisfied. Of course the hon. mem-
ber might know more about these nurses,
but the board had done all it could to
make the condition of the nurses as good
as possible. Certatnly there had been no
proper quarters for them, but the board
had made execellent termporary arrange-
ments, and the new quarters would be
built about the middle of this year.

Mr. Heitmann : The cost of the hos-
pital has increased from £12,000 to
£16,000.

Mr. TAYLOR : After the completion
of the nurses’ quarters the board would
be able to do better work. There would
be greater facilities for administration.
The cost of the hospital had naturally
increased. The number of in-patients
in 1896-7 was 1,114 ; last year the
number was 3,330, so the cost must
naturally have increagsed. But the cost
of treating in-patients had fallen in the
same period from £2 11s, 4d. to £1 10s.
4d. per kead, which rompared favourably
with the Eastern Stotes. In Adelside
with an average of 222 in-patients the
cost per head per day was 3s. 6d.; in
Melbourne with an average of 303 in-”
patients the fgures were 3s. 9d.; in
Sydney with an average of 285 in-
patients the cost was also 3s. 9d. per
head per day, and in Brisbane with an
average of 218 in-patients the cost was
3s. 84d. per head per day. In Perth
the cost per head per day was 4s. 4d.
for 1908. Again, what cost us £3.002,
cost £759 less in Melbourre, so we
could not expect to trest the patients
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in our hospitals us cheaply as they did
in Melbourne. What did the hon. mem-
ber expect ?

Mr. Heitmunn: 1 expect fair treat-
ment for the nurses. and you are not
trying to get it for them.

Mr. TAYLOR : If the hon. member
-could bring any nurse in the hospital
who had not been fairly treated le (Mr.
“Taylor) would see that she got justice.
If the hon. member found any employee
of the hospital who did not receive justice
he {Mr. Taylor) was satisfied his col-
leagues on the board would investigate
the case, as they investigated every case
‘that came under their notice, There
was recently a strong article in the
Morning Herald about the maltreatment
-of a patient. This being brought under
the notice of the board by him, it was
thoroughly inquired into, and the father
-of the patient admitted there were no
grounds for thc charge and said he was
perfectly satisfied his daughter received
nore attention than any other patient,
on the ground that a doctor, & friend of
‘his, had rung up Dr. Tymms, pointing
-out that it was a special case and that he
would like to see something special done
for the patient. Notwithstanding this,
the paper said that the patient was
practically killed by the hospital. If any
member knew of any persons not getting
fair treatment at the hospitel why did he
not tell him (Mr. Taylor) as a member of
the board ?

Mr. Heitmann : T am telling you now.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member
took the opportunity on the floor of the
‘Bousge. J¥f the hon. member knew of
‘these cases and did not tell him (Mr.
"Taylor), then the hon. member was only
playing to the pgallery. No member
should take advantage of a meeting of
Parliament as long as there was a Minister
.or a board managing an institution,
unless the member wanted to use the
incident for party purposes. The hon.
‘member should first seek redress at the
fountain head ; he should go to the
Minister in charge of the board in control,
and if the grievance was not removed
then he could bring it before Parliament ;
-but an hon. member who did not take
this eourse and first brought his grievance
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before Parliament. was not so deeply or
sincerely interested as he would try 1o
make the Committee believe.

Mr. Johnson : Do vou alwaxs praciise
that yourself ¥

Mr. TAYLOR defied any member to
say that he had stored up any grievance.
He had always striven to seek redress
from the Minister before bringing the
matier before Parliament. There were
three members of Yarliament on the
board of management of the DPerth
hospital, and they were nearly always
accessible to members, and any com-
plaints members had in regard to the
hospital would be gone into. But what-
ever we might do in party politics. it was
not & fair deal to use an institution such
as this for party purposes. The CGovern-

.ment were not doing enough for the

institution, though they were doing alil
they could with the finances as they were
at present, and there was room for great
work. Patients came to the institution
from all parts oi the State.

AMr. Brown: There are not 30 there
from Perth.

Ay, Collier:
the money.

Mr. TAYLOR : That was why the
Government should not be so niggardly.
People from all parts of the State had a
perfect right te go to the Perth Hospital.
Due greatly to Dr. Tynuns, that institu-
tion had ncver been so well conducted as
during the past twelve months. The
doctor was a very good administrator,
he knew his business thoroughly and kept
everything up to date. It was to be
hoped the Treasurer would use his in-
fluence with the Colonial Secretary to
find some money for the board so that
they would be able to remove the slight
anomalies now complained of. Above
all. the Treasurer might take into con-
sideration his remarks with regard to
the consumptive patients. The hospital
was no place for thrse people. as there
was no means of segregating them. The
hoard should be given money for the
erection of some place at Subiaco for an
infectious hospital.

Mr. COLLIER Regarding the
management of the Perth hospital, it was
easy to understand why the member for

Perth does not provide
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Cue (Mr. Heitmann) did not go cap in
hand to the member for Mt. Margaret
(Mr. Taylor) when he had grievances.
No doubt he had had experiences when
Mr. Taylor was administering the depart-
ment. From Mr. Taylor’s own showing
there was a grievance with regard to the
hours the nurses were compelled to work,
and he was sorry to hear that the member
thought it was right that the huspital
nurses should be compelled to work ten
or eleven hours a day. Mr. Taylor had
said that, while he was Colonial Seeretary,
a complaint was received as to the hours
of work. He had made inquiries, and
found that the nurses were perfectly
satisfied with the hours of work.

Mr. Brown ; The nurses have holidays
of three weeks a year. ’

Mr. COLLIER : And many of the
civil servants had longer holidays than’
that. It was an extraordinary thing to
hear a Labour member say that slaves
working long hours were perfectly satis-
fied.

Mr. Secaddan: They have not the
courage to say anything otherwise.

Mr. COLLIER: Would Mr. Taylor
say that things were all right because the
nurses were satisfied ? That was not the
question. It was a matter of whether
the hours of work were reasonable. It
might be a fact that the nurses had not
complained, and it often happened that
those suffering from the gravest griev-
ances were the last to complain. Tt was
unveasonable to ask the nurses to work
ten, eleven, or twelve hours a day,
whether they were satisfied to do it or
not. We had been told that it was
impossible that they should be worked
for only eight hours a day, but that was
ridiculous.

Myr. Taylor: There was a return
published some years ago that showed
that the expenses would be immense
if the alteration in the hours was made.

Mr. COLLIER: How could it be
immense ? It might by a small advance.
In every fight made to reduce the hours of
wage slaves the argument was used that
it way impossible as the cost would be
immense. If the member were putting
that forward as an excuse, why was he not
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championing the old twelve hours a day
of labour.

Mr. Taylor : Idid not put that forward
as an excuse.

Mr. COLLIER : With a reduction of
the ‘hours of work, the cost of commodi-
ties and industrial life had decreased..
Anyhow, the increased cost was justified.
There was great necessity for increased
accommodation at the Coolgardie sana-
torium, for at present the space there was.
wholly inadequate. There were only
forty beds, and there were dozens of
people waiting admission. He received
letters every week from men who had
been unable through illness to follow their
occupation and were asking whether
they could be assisted into the insti-
tution. On going to the department he
had been dealt with very fairly for
whenever there was an opening his
application was, granted, but still there
were vast numbers waiting admission.
A hospital for incurables should be
established in the State so that when
cases in the Coolgardie sanatorinm were
hopeless they could be transferred there.
Unless something were done within the
next year or two, many people would
either have recourse to other public
hospitals—which was !v0ost undesirable—
or they would die outside the hospital.

Mr. MecDOWALL : There was a real
necessity for increasing the accommoda-
tion at the Coolgardie sanatorium, which
had been in a very bad condition up to
recently, but now contracts had been let
with a result that considerable improve-
ments had been effected. The sttendants
were worked too long hours. It was
all very well to say that nine and three
quarters or ten hours were not too many,
but it must be remembered that some-
times those hours were spread over fifteen
hours, so that to all intents and purposes
the nurses were on duty for that period.
Mention had slready been made of the
additional cost that would be incurred if
the hours of the nurses were reduced.
That should not come into a question of
this kind for people able to work in a
community like Western Australia were
perfectly satisfied to bear & little extra
cost in the interest of suffering humanity.
Splendid work had been done at the
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sanatorium, it was conducted excellently,
and there was no doubt about the
popularity of the staff. The only trouble
in the past had beenthat the accommoda-~
tion was inferior. There were forty
‘patients there and there was only one
bath room, and in wards where sick
patients were dying, and at times were
actually dead, others were having their
meals. That was a very bad state of
afiairs, but recently contracts had been
let and this position was being remedied.
It was to be hoped that when increased
accommodation was being given there
would be no cheese-pering policy ndopted

Item, Frementle Public Hospital,
£5,550
Mr. SCADDAN: The member for

Perth, who had not been able to wait for
this item, had asked him to bring a
metter under notice, and that was that
the secretary of the friendly societies
had informed him that the medical
officer at the Fremantle hospital charged
the patients receiving fees from a lodge
amounting to £1 & week, & suin of 10s. 6d.
before he would supply them with a
medical certificate on leaving the hospital,
stating that they were able to follow their
ususal employment. That was a hardship
on lodge patients and he would like to
have an explanation fromn the Treasurer.

The Treusurer: I am not aware that
this charge is imposed, but I wili cause
inquiries to be made.

Mr. ANGWIN : The statement of the
hon. member was correct; he had
interviewed some of the members of the
board with regard to it, and there
appeared to be a disinclination, more
especially on the part of the members,
that these friendly societies should have
any assistance at all so far as the haospital
was concerned. In Fremantle the jriend-
ly societies banded together and
employed a medical officer, to whon they
paid an annual salary. These societies
were not always held in ihe best opinion
by other medical gentlemen. It would
be unnecessary for him to say that the
medical officer of the f{riendly societies
was not a member of the staff of the
Fremantle hospital, and therefore he had
no right to visit patients in the hospital,
though it was said he could call there and
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see patients to give them a certificate.
It appeared to him, for a considerable
time efforts hacd heen made by the
members of the |ospital board of
Fremantle to put every difficulty in the
way of admitting those entitled to
hospital treatment : there seemed to be a
feeling that they were doing some medical
men out of their fees. The Lumpers’
TUnion at Fremantle had been in the
habit of contribating £50 annually to-
wards the maintenance of the Fremantle
hospital, and the :ecretary of the 1.nion
was allowed the right to give an order jor
out-patients, but of late the hoard had
denied that privilege and consequently
the annual subscription from the Lum-
pers’ Union had been withdrawn., There
was a new board appointed now and it
was hoped that they woukl act better.
He hoped that the charge to which the
hon. member for Ivanhoe had referred
would be immediately wiped out.

Item, Assisting hospitals, 15s. in the
pound subsidy, etc., £7,000:

Mr. WALKER: The subject had
already been alluded to by him in other
speeches. He wanted now to draw
attention to the fact that unless further
provision was macde. some of the hospitals
outhack would have to be closed. He
was not at all an alarmist in this respect,
but he had information which showed the
danger in which these country hospitals
were placed. In his own constituency
there was one at Broad Arrow. one at
Bulong, and ancther at TKanowna, and
fortunately the allowance stipulated for
them had been increased and hopes had
been raised in the hearts of those residents
for the good work done there. But even
now it was questionable whether the sum
granted would be sufficient to meet
emergencies. There seemed o0 be a
disposition on the part of those respon-
sible. to close up these hospitals and to as
much as possible compel patients out-back
to go into Ralgoorlie and other centres.
These hospitals were not only useful for
the cure of the sick, but in nearly all
mining townships they were social insti-
tutions of extreme value, apart alto-
gether {rom the good they did in the
care of the sick. To close them up
in some cases would he like closing the
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township itself and sending the miners
still further back into the wild interior.
That view of the question should not be
overlooked. If we one by one removed
all the civilised associations of these little
towns, we would drive owr mining
population away. By keeping these
towns going we were preparing for mining
revivals, and instesd of a roving popuala-
tion we got a settled population, and it
was the settled population which was the
very life of the commerce of Perth and
Fremantle. Comparing the cost of the
maintenance of the Perth and Fremantle
hospitals with the cost of theseinstitutions
on the goldfields, one could not but feel
disgusted at the distribution of our
charity. He did not begrudge one penny
that Perth was getting. It deserved all
that it got for its hospital, but if there
was to be economy, Perth should take its
ghare of it. It had been owing to the
energy of those who had been associating
themselves with these hospitals that they
had been kept going. To begrudge the
miners through their hospitals seemed
80 him to be the height of meanness.
Economy was neeessary, but not in the
direction of the hospitals. The sick and
the maimed should at least have some
generosity shown to them ; not mere
pittance, but the generosity which dis-
closed the heart behind the kindness. He
had taken this course to-night hecause he
feit convineed that more provision would
have to be made for the hospitals ; and,
further, because he wished to give a word
of warning against that policy which was
seeking to close these smaller institutions
in the interests of the bhigger institutions.
That was the reason why he had given a
note of warning—the convietion that the
Government would have to change its
pelicy in this regard.

The TREASURER : It was indeed an
unfortunate circumstance that three of
these hospitals which had been interfered
with to some extent were situated in the
hon. member's electorate. Possibly the
member had had & much larger percen-
tage than he wag entitled to.

My, Walker : 1t is a big electorate.

The TREASURER: It was unfor-
tunate that three of these hospitals,
which had been put an the new basis,
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were in that one electorate. It had to be-
admitted that the arguments advanced
by the hon. member were deserving of
serious consideration. There was no
intention whatever, so far as the Govern-
mine was concerned, that the hospitals.
should be eclosed down wherever it was-
deemed necessary that they should
remsain open. The hon. member would
not wish to see a hospital kept open where:
there were only two or three patients, and
where that hospital was within con-
venient distance of another hospital.
The Government recognised that these
institutions had associations which made
them to some extent a nucleus for the
social entertainments arranged for the
benefit of the hospitals. So long as &
reasonable scheme could be adopted for
the maintenance of these institutions,
and so long as these people in the cutback
centres were doing what the hon. member
had explained they were doing in Kan--
owna, namely, taking a lively interest im
the establishments and assisting to raise
funds for their maintenance, so longmight
the hon. member rest assured that these
hospitals would have every sympathetic-
attention and consideration at the hands
of the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment. It was hardly necessary to remind
the hon. member that he had. already
received some consideration in that
respect, notwithstanding his pronounced
opinion that the amount would prove
too small. That amount had been in-
creased as the result of representations
made, and it was to be hoped that the
people in these centres would rise to the
occasion and endeavour to assist the
Government in retaining the institutions.
He (the Treasurer) had the same thing in
his own district. The hospital at Bussel-
ton had been placed in the hands of a
local committee, who had now to provide
funds for carrying it on. The member for
Kanowna prebably realised that the
hospitals he referred to had decreased
enormously in the number of patients
treated.

Mr. Walker : It might jump up at any
time,

The TREASURER: That was 80 ;
still the present position had to be faced.
There was no desire on the part of the
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Government to be parsimonious in any
way, It was only desired to do a fair
thing, erd to get the people to take a
greater interest in the hospitals. He
wished, indeed, that the people of Perth
.and Fremantle could be induced to take a
greater interest in their respective hos-
pitals. If the example set by the people
in the out-back districts were to be fol-
lowed in Perth and Fremantle it would
indeed be very much better for the
institutions concerned.

Mr, O'LOGHLEX : It was by no.means
difficult to realise thar the Government
could have been far more zenerous {han
they had been in the treatment of the hos-
pitals. He Iiwmsel had had some experi-
ence on the committees of goldtields hospli-
als, and he knew the dilfienlty expericneed
in finaneing these institutions. |t was not
alone the goldfields hospitals that  had
suffered in efficiency throngh the course
taken hy the Clovermment, hut also the
coastal institutions as well. Speaking of
his own electorate. there weve there thous-
ands of workers who had been doingagoud
deal in assisting themselves in this matter
of hospitals, and who had received very
little assistance whatever from the Gow-
ernment. He had no desive to post him-
self on the door of a Minister’s office
asking for grants and subsidies. Ile was
wholly  oppused 10 that sort of thing.
But, taking into censideration the large
number of men making a big sacrifice
to provide hospital facilities in their ves-
pective distriets in the Sonth-West, surely
this grant might have been mainiained
for those districts, The Busselton hospi-
tal’ had been referred to. He wounld like
to point out that in the Yarloop distriet,
wheve a thousand workers were engaged.
these men were paying 3s. Gad. each per
month and sfriving to establish hospital
facilities and to get an instituiion that
would be a credit to them. Yet the Gov-
ernment had refused to give them any
assistance whatever. Another instance
was provided in the Mornington district.
Te had brourht this instanee under the
notice of the Minister. and he was pleased
{n sav that the Minister had risen to the
accasion, and had agreed to afford some
assistance. In this partienlar disirict
there had recently heen an outbreak of
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diphiberia, and but ftor the energy and
resourcetulness of the loeal people the
resulis would have bheen serious indeed.
The men had arranged to erect a build-
ng at a cost of £430, and this sum was (o
Lbe made available. He was pleased in-
deed that the Mmister had given the ¢on-
cession in this particular disiviet; bus he
would point out that in the same electo-
rate there were thousands of men who
coulid not get medical assistance of any
sort. Vet it was to be remembered that
the indusiry was just as dangerouns as
mining. It sometimes happened that,
30 and 35 miles out throngh the forest,
men lost their limbs in the porsuit of ibeir
avorationn.  So it would be realised that
this was indeed a matier that should re-
ceive the consideration of the Govern-
ment. He trusted that in the next Esti-
mates the vote would be reinstated. If
the Government wished to apply the
pruning knife they shounld apply it in
some ofher direetion.

My, TROY: While e had no desive to
erificise the administration of the Colo-
nial Seeretary, he would point out to the
Government the absolute necessity of
giving that Minister more money for fhe
purpose of subzidising hospitals.  [Undil
within the last vear or two it had heen
the practice in this State to subsidise
hospitals pound for pound: but recently
the Governmeut had reduced this vote. He
thought it was one of the votes (hat mieht
well have been left untouehed. In (his
matter of tampering with this particnlar
vote the Government had, indeed. par-
sued a very unwise poliey. In some elec-
torates the population was sufficiently
strong fo maintaim the loecal hospital by
local subseriptions added to the 13- in
the pound received from the Govermnent.
but in sparsely populated disiviets fhe
existing conditions pressed most nnfairly
on the hespitals.  Alihough the Heate
was hard pushed for monev. members
conld not be blind to the fact ihat rhe
Govermmnent squandered a large amount
annually, but he hoped a lareer sum would
be provided for distriet hospitals. The
Minisier did hiz hest to provide a hospi-
tal for ihe promising lacaliiv of Black
Range. and the local people went to ~on-
giderable trankle to provide fundz. more
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partienlarly for enlarging the institution
and furnishing . vecognising that they
could not expect the same assistanee as
was eiven in the past by the Government,
but at the same iime they thonght the
Government shonld continne to pay the
subsidy.  The maintenance ot lLospitals
in omlving distriets was a heavy drain,
and the Goverument should subsidise the
inztitniions ai least pound for pound. Tt
was to he hoped that there would be an
improvement on the item when the next
Estimates emne down.

Tiem, Vaeeination fees. eteeiera. £175:

Mr. BOLTON: Last year we votea
£300 fo pay medical practitioners for
vaeeinating children whose pavents esuld
not afford to pay the usual fee, but only
£20 was spent.  This was an argument
peainst compulsory vaecination: and the
Government had  recognised, the feeling
there was about the matter by veducing
the vole fhis year to £175. He knew he
would not gain the object he sought in
this direetion by moving to reduce this
vaie still further, but he would he content
if ihe Government would order the in-
spector to fravel outside Perth, Bussel-
ton and Bunbury had not been visited by
this officer for years: in faet. the law
was only administered in one small centve.
If compulsory vaecination was to con-
tinue until next session, when there would
he an opporiunity for passing the Bill he
had introduced, then the officer shonld =o
tn the outlying distriets and give the
people outside the metropolis a {aste of
compulsory vaceination.

The TREASURER: The remarks of
the hon. member would be brought under
the notice of the Colonial Seeretary. The
offirer would certainly be despatebed ‘o
Busselton to see that the Act was carried
out there.

Mr. BOLTON: The Treasurer could
get the assurance from the Colonial Sec-
refary at once, as the Minister was in
the Chambher, thongh his presence was
not officially recognised. But the officer
should be sent to Bunbury and then the
Premier wonld get such a bad time from
children’s parents that there would be
a hetter chance of the amending Bill be-
ing passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Commiltee of Supply.

The TREASURER: The Colonial See-
retary had given an assurance that this
officer would he sent outside the metro-
politan area.

Mr. ANGWIN : Instead of asking that
this officer should be sent to the vutlying
distriets, the hon. member shounld be
pleased 1hat the children outside Derth
remained safe, and were not troubled hy
visits from the inspector.

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Observatory, £2,180:

Mr. BATH: This vote usnaily passed
without mueh questioning, but now the
Commonwealth had taken over the mete-
orological hranch of this depariment’s
work and the general taxpayers had the
additional burden of two departinents, it
might be questioned. He did not eavil at
educational votes, but in Western Aus-
tralia we wanted to devote a good deal tor
things mundane rather than to worry
mueh about the stars, and though it was
pointed out that the Government Astrono-
mer was earrying on a mest important
work 10 conjunction with astronumers-
throughout the world in  mapping  the
firmament, Western Australia was paying
more than a fair sharve of the hurden in
propurtion to its pepulation. He had no
intentien of moving to wipe out the vote,
seeing that seven months of the finaneial
vear had already passed; but Le desired
to see the department taken over by the
Commonwealth. Of course this would nut
relieve the people of this State of the
burden of the upkeep of the institution,
but when the meteorological and astronn-
mieal works were embraced in one depart-
ment the cost of administration would he
less, and we would only contribute to-
wards that cost on a per capila basis.
Al any rate, the State shonld oaly he
called upon to pay its proportion of this
work of mapping the heavens. He would
like to know what ihe Government in-
tended to do: whether they would seek to
have the department transferred to the
Commonwealth, or, failing that, whether
we would be relieved of some portion of
the expense we were now inemring in re-
gard to the mapping of the heavens.

The PREMIER: In regard to the re-
marks of the hon. member coneerning
this institutior, he eoncurred that a small
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communiry like ours should not hear = +ch
a large proportion of a work which was
of world-wide value, and be would he
pleased it the Commonwealth would wake
arrangements to  (ake over the (we
braneles—meteorology  and  astronomy.
The Bill introdueed by Mr. Groow only
made arrangements to take over 1he meie-
orologieal portion of the work, In regard
to the mapping of the heaveus. an abli-
gation wias entered it wing vears ago
that certain portions of the skies should
he charted by eertain observatories. and
for cight vears our Ohservatory hadd heen
carpyine on the work. Tt wauld be a
zreat pity if the instituiion were cloged
down. because it wonld wwan that the
work ecarried on for =o long wonld prac-
{ically be rendered valueless. He had al-
ready intimated in a reply ziven in ano-
ther House what the Governmeni were
prepared to do in this direction, and in
Tecess ax seonh as possible the Government
intended to get into touch with the Fed-
eral authorities with the view to seeing
whether it was possible for thewn to ac-
quiesee in the sugzestion.
Vote put and passed.

Vote— Police, £12,403:

Mr. TROY: The Police Department
was probably the worst administered in
the State. The Commissioner’s appoint-
ment had never given satisfaction, nor
did the administration of the Commis-
stoner give satisfaction fo lbe foree or to
the State. Complaints had been received
regarding favouritism.  The Police Bene-
fit Tund was being squandered, and al-
though the Premier gave an assurance
last year that he would see the members
of the force received justice, that had not
vet been granted them. Some sort of
election took place last year for repre-
sentatives of this board, and the police
now held that in so far as they were con-
cerned there were not those precautions
taken with regard to the voting nor were
there those safeguards which would en-
able them to vote as they desired. Be-
eause of the manner of the voting, many
members of the forece were unable to
exercise their judgment for fear they
would eome under the ban of the gentle-
man at the head of the department.
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Fouikes touk the Chair.]

The PREMIER: The statemeur that
the appoiniment of the Commissioner,
which was wade nany yvears ago, had not
ziven satistaction either to the publie or
to the police was ineorrect. As a matter
of fact. the public zenerally were well
satisfied that the gentleman controlling the
forece was the right man in the right
place. and the Eaet that at a vecent ballot
in eonnection with the Police Benefit
Fund the Commissioner secured so large
& majority was evidence that, so far as the
men were concerned, they were absoluiely
satisfied to have him representing them
on the hoard. The resuit of that electinn
was as follows:—The Commissioner of
Police 203 vutes, Sergeant Moovre T4 votes,
Sergeant Thomas 30 votes, P.C. Campbell
24 voles, Sergeant Parkinzon 15 votes.
Sergeant O'Halloran 14 voles, Sergeant
Johit Smith 11 votes, Corporal Cunning-
ham 3 voies, Sub-inspector Lappin 4
votes, two other officers received Lthree
votes, four received 2 votes, and eleven
received 1 vole. Total votes recorded
439,

AUr. Holmaw: What about the first elec-
tion?

LM

The PREMIER: The cireulars for
that election were not nndersiood. with
the result that ne distinef decision was

arrived at. That was practically an open
vote, and would never have given satis-
faction. Several of the prineipal dis-
tricls asked at that time if the Commis-
sioner were eligible for election. The
Commissioner was nnl anXjons to be on
that board. but the second hallot was
taken, and he was chosen al that eleclion.
Three semtineers were ewected (o eount
the votes, namely. Corporal Bultle and
constables Green and Tillutzen. s to rhe
question of police admintiration it was
to be regretied the Government were un-
able to pay a larger salary to the police.
Cases had been brought under his notice
where it would have been well eould the
Government have increased the amouni.
At ihe present rime. however, there was
a scheme introduced which would allow
for an increase 1o those men whe had
served a certain time. Promotion from
the position of constable to that of a non-
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commigsioned officer must be slower in the
future than in the past, and as a number
of good-conduet men made good consta-
blez but were not suitable for officers, the
Cowmnissioner had put forward a scheme
for their veward. In recognition of their
long and gowd service, constables of the
miiformed police who had been granted
the good-eonduct badge or a stripe would
have their pay inereaged by Gd. per day
afier serving for ten yvears with good con-
duct. This would entail an addifional
expense of something like £1,500. The
scheme had been approved of by Cabinet
and wounld eome info operation at the
beginning of the next financial year. Re-
cently the Government Actuary held an
enquiry into the Police Benefit Fund.
The original scheme provided that all
members should contribute one per eent.
of their salavies to this fund, while the
Government made an annual grant of
£1.000 irvespective of the eontributions.
The following were extracts from the
Government Actuary’s report:—

“My investigation of thiz fund in 1903
showed (hat it was in a very unsatis-
factory condition. The deficiency must
increase with every year while the mem-
hers continue to pav inadequate rafes.
1 therefore strangly peoint out that the
fund as a Government concern cannot
earry on under the present small rate
of contributions from members, and the
iigh seale of gratuities and allowances
now in forece. The majority of the
members are paying but a fraction over
one per cent, of their salaries to the
Fund. In New South Wales it is 3
per cent. of the wages; in Queensland
4 per cent.; Tasmania 5 per cent.; and
in New Zealand from 5 .per cent. up-
wards. Even with such ligher eontri-
butions the funds are in several cases
hopelessly insolvent. In New Sonth
Wales the whole of the capital was ex-
hausted in 1893 after the fund had
heen in foree 47 years, and the Treas-
nry have sinee had to find sums of
£16,000 and £15.000 a year to pay cur-
ren  claims. Opportunity should be
avr'led of now to plaee the fund on a
sta’ 'e foundation. [ recommend thai

the nay a sum equal to 3 per cent. of

[ASSEMBLY ]

Committee of Supply.

their salaries instead of about 1¥4 per

cent. as at present.”’

The recommendation had been made by
the acluaryv that there should bhe an in-
crease of three per cent., the Government
tv provide a subsidy of pound for pound
oh  the amount contribuied. It was.
thought that this contribution waould put
the fund on a sound Dbasis, The fund
was eslablished for the benefit of the rank
and fle, and officers were not allowed to
contribute.

Mr. Troy: Do the commissioned otfhi-
cers subseribe to the fund?

The PREMIER: No.

Mr. Troy: Then why should they par-
ticipate?

The PREMIER: They do not partici-
pate.  From this on, the fund would be
solveni. and seeing that the men had now
eleeted their own representative to the
Boaxd, it was to be hoped there wonid be
no further complaints as to the admini-
stration of the funds.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Premier’s explan-
ation was anything but satisfactory, for
the police had been treated most unfairly
during the past vear or two. A promise
was made that the men would be given
the opportunity to eleet their own repre-
sentative to the board in lien of the
Commissioner, and now the Premier was
trying to justify what, to say the least
of it, was a most unfair and unmanly
action. Al the ballot the police were
placed in a most unfair position for they
did not know what might happen if they
recorded their votes against the Commis-
sioner.  Representatives for the board
should have been called for in the ordin-
ary way, and then a secret ballot should
have been held. Some time ago, replyine
to a question, the Premier said the Com-
misgioner was not a candidate for the
position.  Hoew was it possible to elect
a man if he were not a candidate? The
whole thing was absurd. It was really
immaterial who was nominated as the
men’s representative, for actually it was
decided beforehand that the Commissioner
should retain his seat on the hoard. The
poliee should be allowed to nominate their
candidate, and return him hy secret bailot
Surelv they could bave been trusted to
recorel their votes, but when a man was
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asked 1o siem his name, and send 1 2
balkt paper which showed that he was
voling against his superior officer th:re
was a travesty of justice, That was rol
the only cange for dissatisfaction. The
police on the goldfields and elzewhere did
not receive the remuneration they <huuld
for the work thex did. In faet, they re-
ceivedd a starvation wage. In the gold-
fields centres they had to work for a nis-
erable wage of about {wo shillings a day
less than was paid to the ordinary wuini-
cipal Iabourer. The police foree was a
ereditable body of men who should be
treared hetter than they were. The Pelicc
Renefii Fund should be administered by
the men who paid the contribufionz, At
present  the  administration of the hoard
wit< very bad. A constable might serve
for a certain term and ver heeanse he had
heen in the foree for only one or two
months less than the required period to
enable him to receive the grant from- the
Fund, hiz application was refused, and
he did not get a penny. Of course there
were men in the force who were not a

eredit to it. bui ibe majority of the
men formed as  fine a  body of
officials  as  eould he gol togeiher,

and they deserved every encouragement.
The police should be allowed a Litle more
freedom to express their aninions, and to
seleci from among themselves those whom
they considered best to look after their
mtereats in this fund which had been the
anhject of so mueh talk, Tt was a well-
known faet that satisfaction had not been
given in connection with this fund. Offi-
eers high up in rank had been treated
generously. while others from the rank
and file had been treated in anything hut
HE _‘_"EHGI'OUS way, and s0me extreme c:Hscs
of hardship had been brought under ro.
tice. A question we had to deal with
on many oecasions was that the best men
were overlooked, and many of the crawl-
ers who were in the position to make use
of the advantage they were able fo serure,
had heen able to obtain advancement.

Mi. Butelier: T do not think there are
anv erawlers in the police foree.

Mr. HOLMAX : There were some. A
ease had been brought under his notice.
Tt was his inteniicn next sessien to en-
deavorr ta ret a Roval Commission ap-
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pointed to gy inte the question. The
tine had arrived when the question should
be dealt with in a preper manner and
when this Commission was held, and he
hoped it would be some time next year—

Mr. Monger : Cannot we get it during
the recess?

Mr. HOLMAN: As far as he was con-
cerned he would prefer to have a select
commiitee to go into the matter thor-
onghly,  He did nol mention a Reoyal
Counnission in the hope of gelting any-
twing out of it beeause if a Royal Com-
mission were appointed, and he sat on
it, e all probability he would refuse to
take any fees. The guestion was one
that should be seriously considered. Ti
was satd that there was no Jiscontent in
the police foree, but he had personal
knowledge of ils existence, having trav-
elled throngh the out-back goldfields,
through the eountry towns and from one
end of the Siate to the other and having
found these feelings of discontent to ex-
ist among the rank and file.

Mr., Monger : They are a very dif-
ferent crowd from those T have come into
contaet with.

Mr. HOLMAN: TIn all probability the
member for York got away from those
who were not afraid to do their duty.
Without exaggerating one iota the ques-
tion was a serious one, and we should
wive the police every assistance and pay
them a fair rate of wages for the work
they were called upon to do. On the gold-
fields it was impossible for a policeinan
to live decently on the salary that he
drew. We conld in some cases do with
fewer police, and he would rather see a
small but a better paid bodv. He re-
eretled (ke attitude that the Premier had
igken in eonneclion with the eleciion of
a represenlative on the hoard, because it
was not fair. If the Cowmmissioner was
responsible for the taking of the ballot
in the way that it was taken, there was
ne cendemnation which was strong enough
for him. The ballot had not given satis-
faction, nor was it fair play to a laree
badxy of men who were called upon fin
perform important duties. e cnuld
not understand in the first place when the
Commissioner was not selected. why that
ballot was not allowed ¢o stand. He
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would like the Premier lo give the reason
why the' first ballot was vot adhered to,
why that ballot although it was taken in
a proper form was declared null and
void, and another ballot ordered and
special Instructions given out that the
Comissioner was not to be a candidate?
Yet, we found him in such a position.
It showed there must have been a great
deal of manipulation for that state of
affairs fo exist. With regard to the
members of the police force, there were
some who were too officious and cases had
been brought under notice where men who
hiad taken a httle drink too much had
been subjected to (reatment as though
they had heen the worst eriminals. It
was the duty of the policemen if they
gsaw a man drinking, a man who was a
decent, honest citizen, to show him his
way home, where he could recover from
the effects of the liguor, and it would be
a greater eredit to the police if they ran
the publiean in. Cases had been brought
unrder his notice where men of this class
Irad heen removed fo the police station
and their finger prints taken.  Other
cages of officiousness had been brought
under notice, and that seemed to be only
with the desire on the part of the eon-
siable fo push his way ahead. The dufy
of the police was not (o encourage erime
for the sake of getting cases. Their duly
was to prevent ervime, and fo try and in-
duee citizens to lead betfer lives. Un-
fortunately, we had cases broughi under
vir notice where the police in order to
get a ease had practically led the people
to eommit erime.  One instance which
would never be forgetten was that where
Mr Gerald Browne shot at and killed a
man on the goldfields. That was a case
i which fhe police assisted him fo earry
out that crime and to take the life of a
poer man who might have been prevented
from committing that ecrime. The police
should have arrested that man for con-
spiring to eommit a erime instead of
allowing him to go on to the mine to
aetnally  eommii it, and permit Mr.
Browne to take fire-arms there with the
irdention of using them. That was a
standing diseraece, and wounld ever remain
a blot on the administration of justice in
this State. As far as he was personally
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eoncerned, he wounld rather see the whole
of the expenditure, large as it was, de-
voted to preventing erime, than he would
see one unfortunate hrought up for the
purpose of enabling a policeman to .get
a case. His belief was that the very best
vecord a policeman could get was by not
having any cases at all. Thai would be
a record which any policeman should be
promd of. Unfortunately we had a class
of men some of whom thoughr that they
were nol doing their duty if they did not
have a gireat number of cazes. He was
one of those who would like io see the
work of the whole police force devoted
towards the prevention of crime instead
of encouraging it. He believed too that
the men who lad the right o he repre-
sented on the hoard should have the right
to seleet their representative just as in
any  outside institution. He was not
speaking in any aningonistie way of the
police foree, but he could not lielp re-
marking that while we had this bady of
men, we should teaeh them that ony de-
sive was that they shonld prevent crime,
and not make it; to show them that their
position was one of trust with grave re-
spongibilifies, and he felt =atisfied there
would then be no eanse for enmplaint
against a majority of the police in West-
ern Anetralia.

The PREMIER: It was his desire to
vefule the statement that nhe had not
kept his promise. He had promised that
some alteration wonld be made as far
as representation on the Police Benefit
Fund was concerned, provided that the
members were desirous of such a ¢hange.
The first hallot had been taken and civeu-
Tars were sent out in aecordanee wifh in-
structions received.  The eirenlar sent
out was as follows:—

“It hag been decided thai the con-
tributors te the Bewoefit Fund zhall
kave an opportunity of electing a re-
presentative on the board in lien of
the Commissioner of I'olice. The re-
plies received in response fo the for-
mer cireular (2130-06. 4ih  Tann:ry,
1908) were either ineomplefe or not
direct answers to the questions' pat,
eonsequently a speciai ballof paper Is
now being issued fuor each memher of
the fund in order that they may ex-
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ercise their vote in favour ol tle
muetuher of Lhe foree they desire fo
see elected as their representniive on
the hoard.  All members of the force,
exelusive of the superintendent, m-
spectors,  sub-inspectors, anmd proba-
tion constables, are eligibie for elee-
{ion, but obviously the advisabilify of
selecting some one in the meiropolitan
avea iz commended to the nutice of
voters, The hallot papers arc eneclosed
in special envelopes duly . numbered,
and wmust be issued in accordnnes with
the list supplied hevewith. They are
forwarded to you in scparate packets
for immediate distribulion and should
be compleied and posted direef to this
office by members of the Yovee eon-
cerned without delay. The necessary
official  postage stamps will he sup-
plied by officers-in-charge «f sfations
for the purpose. Should a member of
the foree have left the distriet or
from any canse be incapabic of voting,
please have me promptly advised.
(Sizned) Fred Hare, Commissioner of
Police.”
The whole question had been as to whe-
ther they were desirous of a change
in the representation. The analvsis of
the first ballot showed 28 to be in favour
of a change, 144 in favour of a change
g0 ax to provide for two additional mem-
bers of the board appoinied from eon-
tributors, 188 against a change, and 3
declining 1o furnish o veply. In replying
to the Leader of the Opposition in Aug-
ust of that wvear he (the Premier) had
said  that it was desirous Lo alfer the
eonstitntion of the Board so that the
members of the force inight have direct
representafion. Tn accordance with that
ke had grven instructions for the altera-
tion to bhe wade. The first ballot was
laken wiih the result already announced
and of this he was duly notified in an
official minuie from ihe Colonial Seere-
1ary siating that a majority of 142 were
against the change. Tn reply to ‘this
minuie he had wniten-—

Tt seems to me that your figures
are apparenily made up from answers
to some other questions not shown in
ihe papers bhefore me. bui which has
been submitied io the men: in any
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ense your analyvsis seen fo me to indi-
cate that 98 plus 144 (242) are in
favour of a change and 188 are againt
it, being a majority of 54 in favour
of an alleration. The points raised
in your minute have already heen coun-
sidered by me and T see no rveason to
amend -the promise which I made. 1
shall be glad therefore if you will
take the necessary steps to give effect
to that promise.”
The Colonial Seevetary had siated that
no other questions were put to the police
and he thereupon divected that effect
should be given tu the promise made by
him (the Premier}. From the analysis
made of the voting at the first ballot he
{the Premier) gained the impression
that the questions submitted were not
sufficiently distinet. He had been under
the impression that the men were in
favour of an alteration. The Commis-
sioner then issued a new ballot paper
which clearly showed that the new ballot
was for the election of a member of the
foree to rvepresent the eontributors to
the fund in liew of the Commissioner of
Police. The directinns on each ballot
paper provided for the signing of each
paper and for its reiurn to the office of
the Commissioner of Police as speedily
as possible.  Some time was taken up
with this second ballot. Subsequently a
report was received in connection with
the representatives an the Police Benefit
Fund board to the effect that at a meet-
ing of the subseribers of the Police Bene-
fit Fund Police Consiable Greene, Police
Constable Tillotson, and Corporal Buttle
had been elecied to nct as scrutineers of
the ballot papers. That report had gone
on to state—

**The serutinecrs have reeognised
the fact that some of the subseribers
voting have inelnded others than sub-
serihbers to the fund bui in order 1o
make elear their wishes all grades of
the deparimert who have had votes
east in their favour are ineluded in
the hst. The 11 informal votes are
those of the members who have not
made clear their intention as to who
they desire to be returned. also these
who have declined to exercise their
privilege, '’
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That was a report of the committee ap-
pointed by subseribers to the fund—of
men elected at a meeiing duly held; and
apparently no excepiion had been offer-
ed to the aetion taken. The Commis-
‘sioner had elearly intimated that he was
not desivous of being on the hvard.

Ar, Underwood: Well,
push himself on to it?

The PREMIER: 'The Commissioner
had intimated that he was not desirous
of heing on the board, but the men ap-
parenily had thought that he would
make the most fitting represeniative of
them,

Mr. Underwood: T is the most in-
decent thing T ever heard of.

Mr. Bath: Tt was done in such a
roundabout way; it eould have been done
by a simple ballot.

AMr. MeDowall : The Commissioner
should not have been elecied af aidi.
Taney eleecting a person who was not a
candidate!

My, COLLIER: The esxplanation of
the Premier did noi make things much
better; in faet it had gone to show that
the second balloi was eondweted on
similar lines to the first, with the differ-
ence that, if possible, it was worse.
Wonld the Premier himself attempt to
conduet an eleciion on the lines which had
characterised that ballot, where every elee-
tor in the eonstifueney was a candidate?
The position was that at the second ballot
every member of the police foree had
heen a eandidate. A constable at, say,
Walgoorlie, may have desired to vote for
Constable Jones, at Fremantle: but he
did not know whether or not Jones was
a candidate. Nor did Jones know whether

why did he

Smith, at Kalgoorlie, for whom he wished.

to vote, was a eandidate. The whole thing
had been an absolute absurdity, and he
was sorry that the Premier had not cai-
ried out his promise in regard to this
matter. There had heen z distinet under-
standing at the time the Premier made his
remarks, that the Commissioner would
retire from the board. and that the faat
that he was not eligihle to he a member
of the board would he made elear to the
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volers. The Premier in dealing with the
question had said—

“Tt is only fair and reasonable that
the men should bave an opportunity
of being represented ou the board;
and in that respect 1 agree with the
mover's eontention that it would be ad-
visable fo alter the eonstitution of rhe
board administering the Police Bene-
fit Fund. This would mean that rhe mem-
Lers of the police foree would nominate
a member of the force as their repre-
seutative. The representation o the
board would then cousist of the Under
Secretary of the Colonial Secrvetary’s
Depariment, the Under Treasurer, and
one other to be nominated by the mem-
bers of the police foree. The Commnis-
sioner of Police would withdeaw.”

But no intimation had been given {o the
voters that the Commissioner of Paliee
had withdrawn.

The Premier: It was done on the ballot
paper. _

Mr. COLLIER: The Premier had said
it was open to any constable to voie for
whom he liked, and that a committee of
three were appoinfed to aet az =eruti-
neers. But these constables, when record-
mg their votes, had not been aware that
a eommittee would act as serukineers.
They had to sign the hallat papers and
address  them to the Commissioner in
Perth, and so far as they koew the Com-
nmissioner was the returning officer, What
then was the use of appointing a commit-
tee of (hree when the police knew nothing
of 1t? The ballot papers were addressed
to the Commissioner, and these who voted
did not know but that the Commissioner
was @oing fo open those papers, Was
that a fair means of taking the hallot?
Tt was a miserable subterfuge to get the
Comissioner on the board.

The Premier: The Government do not
want the Commissioner on the hoard. nor
does the Commissioner want to be on the
hoard.

Mr. COLLIER: Tell, why had the
Commissioner not vetived, and why hl
not the Government told the police fhat
the Conmmissioner had finally retired and
was natl eligible {o sit on the hoard?

The Premier: Did not the hallot papers
say. “in Heu of the Commissioner?”
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[Mr Daglish resumed the Chair)

Mr. COLLIER: Yet the Commissioner
apparently had been eligible, for he was
appointed. The whole thing was a mise-
rable farce. more particnlarly in respect
to making the voters sign the ballot
papers and address them to the Commis-
sioner himself, Yet, after all, the Com-
missioner had not obtained a majority.
He was sitting on that Board representing
the men by a minority vote. It was too
late now, but he (My. Collier) was going
to assist the member for Murchison in
making an effort next session te have the
whole matter inquired into and altered.
it appeared to him that the discussion on
the Fstimates was nseless: beeause Minis-
ters promised redress, and yet in the fol-
lowing year it was found that ithe same
old order still existed. Here was a con-
dition of affairs onder which 400 or 500
men were contributing to this fund with-
out having any voice whatever in the dis-
tribution of it. The Under Secretary to
the Colonial Secretary. the Under Treas-
urer, and the Commissioner of Police
eonld do what they liked with the fund.
A perusal of the rules would show liow
necessmy it was that these men should
have representation on the board. Qne
rule said that the character and the pe-
cuniary posttion of the widow of a de-
¢eased member of the foree would invari-
ably be taken inio consideration when re-
commending gratuities. TWhy should these
he considered? Tf a constable served his
14 years according to the regulations with
good conduet and good service his widew
was entitled to a certain gratuity, and it
zhould not be within the province of the
hoard to make this inquiry. Anather
rule provided that it was competent for
the board to recommend the payment of
gratuities in cases not provided for. So
it was free for the board to say to whom
they should give the money, without any
consideration for those eontributing to the
fund. The rules could also he rancelled,
altered, or amended from time to time as
the Governor-in-Council might direct, and
not according to the desires of those who
contributed to the fund. These men were
taxed. but ther had no say in the distri-
bution of the fund. TLast vear the Gov-

(66}
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ernimeiil increased the amount to be paid.
It was now 7s. 5d. per month each second-
class constable paid. The goldfields con-
stable drew the mumificient wage of 9s.
7d. per dax, and was compelled to pay
7s. 5d. per month, The Premier told us
that it was necessary to increase the con-
tribution in order to put the fund in a
solvent position, hut on the 30th June,
1907, the fund was in eredit £10.707,
while on the 30th June, 1908, it was in
eredit £12491. TIn face of this inerease
the Premier told us thal it was necessaATY
to eontinue these high eontributions.

The Premier: T read the Gaovermnent
Aclnary’s report.’

Mr. COLLIER: That did not seem to
be barne out by the actnal results, Fast
vear £3,000 was paid by way of retir-
ing allowances. If the fund were not
increased for the next four years it wounld
still he solvent at the end of that period.
The Premier announced the intention to
pay second-class constables an increase of
6d. a day after 10 Years' service and
good conduct all the time. Whap did jt
amount to?  The goldfields eonstable now
zetting #s. 7d. a day would et 10s, 1d.
per day, which would still be the Inwest
wages paid to any ordinary labourer on
ihe galdfields. We could not expect that
there would be satisfaction when men
working in the same station, or perhaps
on the zame beat, doing the same class of
work, received different salaries, one zet-
ting 6d. a day more than another. The
only equitable way to increase salaries
was upon merit and efficiency after ex.
amination every vear. That was done in
Victoria, where the men, after examina-
tion, were entitled (o rises of Gd. a day
from time to time. Then there would be
ne cavilling at an increase if given, but
under the Government’s proposal the di-
flienlty would be increased where men
of equal ability in the one station were
paid on different scales.

The Premier: Do you. not believe in
giving something extra for long service
and zood condnet?

Mr. COLLIER: The hest way was to
increase the salary according to merit and
not aecording to time. He did not be-
lieve in giving extra ta one man when
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another man might be doing the same
amount of work and might be equally
capable with the other. It was an easy
matter for a constable to carry out his
duties in an indifferent fashion for 10
years and so get an increase, while a con-
stable active and alerty but with only
eight years’ service, would receive 6d. a
day less. The whole matter required con-
sideration. It was thought that afier
the Premier's promise the matter would
have been inquired into during the past
six months. Last December, probably in
accordance with the policy of economy
the Government introduced, there was a
limitation in the travelling allowances and
allowanees fur meals for members of the
police force. The effect was that if a
constable was on duty at a race meeting
within six miles of his station, and if he
did not put in eight hours’ duty at the
gathering, he would have to ge without
his lunch.

The Premier @ 1t wounld be a miser-
able club that would not give him some
luncheon. ]

Mr. COLLIER: Instead of inereasing
the privileges of the force we were nib-
bling them away, and many members of
the force were only waiting until the time
expired when they could get (heir mva-
tnities fo retire from the force. There
was no opportunity for a coustable fo
wet promotion. Last year only 13 were
promoted from the second-class to the
first-class, and there were aboul 230 or
240 second-class constables, so that at
this rate of promotion a constable join-
ing the foree to-day would have to wait
14 years to get from the second-elass to
the first-ciass. There were one or two
matters in he report of the Comumis-
sioner. Une did not know ihaf it was
within the provinee of the Cowmmissioner
to suggest laws or point out in what
virecHon we should legislate. Last vear
ihe Commissioner was away on leave for
three monihs and visited New Zealand.
nnd in his report gave his impression of
the licensing law in New Zealand. sav-
ing-—

“Ancther mafter which cengaged wmy
attention was the eomparatively receni
alteration of the licensing laws of New
Sonth Wales and New Zealand. T miss-
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ed no opportunity of comparing ihe re-
sults of the working of the different
Acts in the States I visited, and per-
sonal ohservation only strengthened the
apinien T previously bheld that good
results invariably follow the enforce-
ment of the principle of loeal option,
Total prohibition, however, is not al-
ways a suceess.  In my opinion ils
adoption is liable to do the temperance
cituse harm, inasmueh as exireme wmea-
stres defeat their own objeet by caus-
inr a re-action which leaves the lasi
state of affairs worse than the first,
While visiting a prohibition distriet in
New Zealand, T found sly-grog selling
rampant. thus repeating the expecience
of those States i the Amertean Union
which have given the systems a trial.
All evidence pomnis to the eonelusion
that under present social conditions in
Ausiralia, it is not likely to he a sue-
cesg. It appems to me too much like
trving to make a man virtuous by an
Act of Parliament comprised solely of
mandatory clauzes, and as far as 1
could ascerfain this is the opinion of
the majority of thinking people in ths
Dowminion, where. by the way. this yvear
there were nearly 1,000 more cases of
drunkenness  than in 1907, Tweal
option on the other hand has heen a
suceess pretty well everwhere it has
been tried.”
The Commissioner said that loeal option
had been a success pretty well wherever
tried, and pointed out where prohibition
was a failure.  He (the Connnissioner)
probably forgot that prohibition or no-
licence was only brought about through
the exercise of loeal option, which he
claimed had heen a complete snccess,
Was that the kind of reasoning we hal
before us in framing the comprehensive
measure we were to have next session?
It was not in the provinee of the Com-
missioner to suggest laws to us. Right
through the report he showed us where
we could amend Acts of Parliament and
what should he done. If the Commis-
sioner gave wore of his time to the con-
sideration of grievances within (he foree
he would be dving a bhelter serviee, The
Commissioner  also made reference to
“drones and agitators.”  No denbt he
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learnt thai tern from the Minister for
Mines. In the report he said—
“Criminals have been kept under
constant supervision by the embers of
the Criminal Investigation Branch, and
the provisions of the vagraney laws
have on occasion been judiciously ap-
plied. wiih the happy results stated.
This, 1 take it, is a complete answer to
the few earping eritics who use a cer-
tain seetion of the Press for the pur-
puse of maligning the administration,
and who knowingly obtain misleading
information from agitators, drones, and
defaulters, a small percentage of whom
are o be found in all walks of life.
Efficiency is a certain guarantee of
contentment, for were its members dis-
contented, the Force itself would most
assuredly be inefficient. T do not think,
however. these good results are likely
to confinue unless we are aided by some
of the measures recently passed into
law in New South Wales, Victoria,
and South Australia, notably the In-
flux of Criminals Act.”
The Commissioner added that the effi-
ciency of the foree would not bhe im-
proved unless Parliament passed other
lemslation. How eould efficiency he bad
becanse legislation did nof exist here
which had been passed in the Easlern
States. 1f there were no Acls at all
dealing with eriminals it would be pos-
sible for the police force to be efficient.
It was to be hoped that in ihe eoming
vear more consideralion would he given
to matters at home rather than that there
should be so much erticising of legisla-
tion of some of the other States. i was
maost unsatisfactory that the Premier had
failed to earry out the definiie promise
he gave last vear, that there shonld he a
ballot in eonnection with the Police Bene-
fit Fund board election.

The Premier: 1 gave instructions that
the bailot should bhe taken.

Mr. COLLIER: If those instructions
were not carried out the Premier should
call someone to book for it. Could the
officers of the service flout his instrue-
tions? The balloi was a ridiculous ah-
surdity and had been adhered to as a
subterfuge to reiain the Commissioner
on the board.
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Mr. BATH: There could be no doubt
in the minds of members that the police
had a genuine grievance. They were coru-
pelled to coniribute to a fund without
having a voiee in the administration. It
had been thought that the difficulty
would be overcome by the police forue
being given aun opportunity te clect their
own representative to the bhvard, He
absolved ihe Premier from a great deal
of the blame in regurd Luv the way in
which the promise he made {o the House
Lad been carried out. Althwngh rhat pro-
mise was nurde in 1936, over 12 months
elapsed before anything definite  was
dove, Then the Tremer said he would
give instruetions for the emrying out of
his promise. These instruetions were
doubtless given ta the officers adminis-
tering the department who, while re-
luetantly acquiescing in the minule to
carry ont that promise, deliberately de-
termined to set at nought (he opinion of
the Houge and the expressed desive of
the Tremier. This was shown by the
way in which the ballat was formulated.
Tt was an easy enough matter for any-
one to ascertain how 2 ballat shouid he
conducted properly, for it was a very

simple matter. Numinations should
have been ealled for and then the mem-
bers of the force should have
been given an  assuranee that none

would know how they cast their votes.
Evidently, instead of that, the greatest
ingenuify was exerciged to make the bal-
Iot as elaborate as possible and to leave
no loophole available by which any con-
stable eould exereise his vote without the
manner in which the vote was cast being
known to the returning officer. The fact
that the members ~f the foree had to
sign their names was sufficient to des-
troy the confidenee of anyone in the in-
tegrity of the ballot. The police, know-
ing probably the military spirit with
which the foree was eommanded and
that there would be persecution later on
of those who exercized free-will in the
ballot. had, in all probability for the pur-
pose of protecting themselves from
these unpleasant ecomsequences, cast
their votes for a gentleman who was not
a candidate. Although the assurance was
given by the Premier that the Commis-
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sioner would retive from the board, and
that the members of the force would he
given a chance to nominate their repre-
sentative. they knew it was no use in the
cireumstances to vote against the Com-
missioner. With regard to the adwinis-
tration of the fund, the faet that the
money alloeated was called a gratnity
conveyved to members and to the public
the coneeption which those administer-
ing the fund had in their minds. [t was
ne gratunity, for the fund was some-
thing to which the members of the force
contributed just in the same manner as
a person insured his life and contributed
a premiuni. The term gratuity was alto-
gether a misnomer, The police who con-
tributed to that fund should at least be
given the right to have one representa-
tive on the bhoard. Notwithstanding the
faet that the attention of the Treasurer
was enlled in 1906 to  the grievances
which existed. and concerning which
there was a promise that an inquiry
should be held, those grievances still ex-
isted. While some of the best men in the
force had resigned there were others of
just as good calibre who were very dis-
contented.  So far as the work of the
force was coneerned, there would be no
satisfaetion unless there was a change,
The police force was worthy of com-
mendation, and it was all the more ne-
cessary  therefore that we should do
evervthing possible to make the force
attraetive. It was to be regretied that
the only effort the permanent heads of
the departmenf made was in the dirvec-
tion of seeing how far they counld set at
nought the just grievances of the mem-
hers nf the forer and how far they could
try the men and cause the diseontent to
be zreater than it had been in the past.
Tu connection with all elections fo the
Police Benefit Fund board in the future
a secret hallot should he iaken.

Me, McDOWALL: The Commissioner
m his report said, ‘‘Efficiency is a cer-
tain guarantee of contentment for were
s members discontented the foree ib-
self would most assuredly be inefficient.”’
At fhe present time the poliee foree was
anything but contented. He did not
know why it should not he contented.
but e did kuow from various eonversa-
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tions he had had with members of the
foree that it was far from being con-
tented.  More especially was the force
discontented in  conneetion with the
Palice Benetit Fund. The police claimed
that thev should have some voice in its
management as they contributed to the
fund. and it was unfair that we should
peualise them if they commitled some
slight error after having been in  the
force many vears. Why should there be
diseontent? The very explanation given
this evening of this ballot showed con-
clusively why there should be discon-
tent, He did not know anything about
the Commissioner in connection with it.
Probably if a secret ballot had been
taken, the Commissioner might have
been e¢leeted by an overwhelming ma-
joriti.'But a ballot was not taken in a
proper manner, and we had no oppor-
tunity of judging whether he would have
been chosen. The Premier explained that
certain ballot papers were sent ouf, and
that the ballot was to be taken for a re-
presentative in lien of the Commissioner
of Police. Wounld members just mark the
abhsurdity of the result? 1t was supreme-
Iy ridiculous for wlen the ballot papers
came in the Commissioner of Police was
found to have received 203 votes, al-
though the police who were supposed to
be an intelligent ,hody, had been dis-
timetly and emphatieally told that the
Commisstoner of Police was not a ean-
didate. Was there nat some reason for
that? Fivstly the police were told that
they must sign a ballol paper, secondly.
they were not told that independent
serutineers  were to  be appointed fo
couni the hallot papers, and thirdly.
they were unot told whether fthe bal-
lot  papers would be held or whether
thiey would be immediately - destroyed
after having heen counted; consecuently
the police as men of intelligence, voted
for their superior oflicer who was not a
candidate, Was that not an absurdity?.
In faee of this what did we find? The
member for Canning interjected some-
thing when the member for Boulder was
speaking, te the effect fhat the member
fur Boulder knew all about the eonduct
of ballots sinee the FLabour party had
heett eonducting seleetion hallets.  He
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(Mr. MeDowall) ventured {o assert that
if the Labour party had conducied the
selection ballot on the same lines as the
police ballut the Press of the State
would have unanimously condemned the
method and called it log valling, corrup-
tivn, and evervihing of that description.
The friendly societies and lodges and
institutions conducted their ballois on a
superior prineiple to that adopted by
the pulice: nominations were called for,
and people had an opportunity of mak-
ing a selectivn. In the police force we
had nn conceutration of mind or effort,
but Tom said to Dick. “Are you going to
vote for Brown, Jones, or Smith?*’

Mr. Bath: [t onght to be in a comie
apera.

M. MeDOWALL: Tt really ought. He
really could not realise that the Gov-
ernment. heing the supreme power in
the State, eonld admit of the conduet of
a ballot 1 this way. It seemed so utter-
Iy vidiculons; in fact he eould not de-
seribe it. There were no words in the
Fngdish language which could deseribe
the mode in whieh that ballot was con-
dueted. T1 had not been his intention
te even louch upon this matter. but he
vould scarcely vefrain from doeing so

upen  hearing  the absurd manner in
which the henefit fund had been con-

ducted. because he knew that during his
last election. it was a point that the
police feli very sirongly upon. He hoped
new that something wonld be done in
order to give the police in future the
opportuanity of voting properly. He had
no grievanee against the Commissioner
of Police or against anyone. He was
too voung a member of the House to
have grievances. but he wished to state
that ihere was every probability that
the Commissioner of Police might be
elected to the position by an absolute
majority under a secret vote, and he
clainted that at least the police should
have rthe right of exercising a seerel vote
in ihe eleetion of a representative. Tt
seemed. ilowever, thal it was ne earthiy
nge  {alking  upon these Estimares to
rectify wnythine,  However, he hoped
that a select eommittee or a Roval Com-
mission would be appointed as soon as
possible to inquire into  this  matter.
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The police were not satisfied with their
pay. but he thought he had said enocugh
to show that the poliee as a whole were
a worthy body of men and deserved
some consideration.

AUr. Monger: Undoubtedly.

Mr. MeDOWALL: 1If that was the hon.
member’s opinion. then he should vote
for some measure which wounld improve
the condition of affaivs.

My, BUTCHER: Though-he had not
a  quavvel with tihe Cowsmissioner of
Police, lie had a grievance against the
departmeni. and it was his intention to
air it. The Commissioner ¢ Police in
his great desire to adminjster bis depavi-
nment on the mos: economieal lines. and
to keep well within his vote and was af-
tewpiing to do so in some instances at
a zaerifice of properiv and iife. Theve
was one particular ease in his mind. and
this grievance bad been going on for
vears. He had placed rhe murter before
the Commissioner wilhout obtaining re-
dress, and now he was going to give it
for the henefit of the Government in
the hope that some redress would result.
There was a small seltlemcut three or
four miles from Carnarven whielh con-
{ained a population of from 150 to 200
people: a large proportion of them being
Asiaties. Members would asvee that it
was not alwaye the safest pupulation
tor white men {o live with. In ovder
to  secure  police protection for that
soall eentve, he had waited upon the
Commissioner on more than ene oecasion.
and had used every measure to foree the
department tn give these people the
neeessary  protection, oven usine  his
position as a wember of Parliament to
try and obtain a licence so as to compet
the police to afford protection there; but
om every occasion the Comp:is~ioner had
beaten him. He told the Commissioner
many vears ago what would happen, and
he was in the position now to say T
told you s0.”7 A few months ago when
an application  was made (here for a
licence, it was opposed by the police on
the seore of economy. and ar the saeri-
fiee of life and property. Wow crime
wus rampant i that particular piace.
and all the erimes in the ealendar—4hey
were Ffaivly numerovs—had been com-
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mitted there. He was not going to
enwnerate those crimes, bat the Com-
missioner and the Governmient were
aware of them. In the coursr of exam-
ination on oath a constable when giving
evidenee in connection with the applica-
tion for a licence, said he was aware
that sly grog selling was carried on. e
(Mr. Butcher) knew that there were no
fewer thau four of these shops there
There was a Japanese shop, which was
used probably for other purposes; there
was a Chinese shop, also used for other
purposes, and there were two establish-
meuts conducted by whites where sly
grag was sold, and all the crimes eom-
mitted within ‘a recent date were due
entirelv to the faet thal tliere was no
police protection there.  Men bonght
large quantities of grog iu the town, and
they went out, neglecled their leams,
and the property they were charged to
attend to, and they remained in a help-
less state of drunkenness; vyet, with all
his endeavours to get police sent there,
he had failed. He knew of cases where
workers were obliged to leave firearms
with their wives to enable thew to pro-
tect themselves swhen the husbands had
to go out to work. Was that a proper
state of affairs to exist in a country like
Western Australia, and in a place which
was only three or four miles from a
township where there were three or four
police, and where there was not sufii-
cient work for them ro  ovuenpy their
time? These men could not alwavs be
expected to be on the alert waiting for
instructions from head guarters, or wait-
ing for erimes to e comnitted.  Tle
hoped the Governmeni would look into
the matter and see wheiher it was pos.
sible to over-rule the Commissioner in
this rvespeet.

' Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The election of
the Commissioner in connection with ihe
Police Benefit Fund had been referred
to by several speakers, but he destred
to pass a few remarks on the wages of
the second-elass constables. In various
parts of the Stale, police constables and
men who liad been in lhe service for
seven or eight vears were receiving Ts.
6d. a day. This was a deplorable state
of affairs, and while that rate of wages
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was paid, we could not expect the best
serviees or the greatest amouni of enthn-
siasm or efficiency in the police foree.
A few nights ago he had mentivned that
in South Australia seven shillings had
heen fixed as a poverty line in an award
given by Mr. Justice Gordon, while here
in Western Australia men were receiving
the inadequate sum of seven shillings and
sixpence. A great deal had been said with
regard to the absurd ballot in connectien
with the Police Benefit Fund. He did
not intend to deal with that question. He
thought that a real grievance the police
had was the very low rate of wages paid.
In all probability that in itself was the
cause of a great deal of discontent. He
thought also that if some betfer induce-
ment were held out to the police officers
we would not have such a statement as
that made recenily by the Minister for
Mines when he declared that shanties
were flourishing-in Gwalia close {o the
State Hotel. 1t was not desirable to
bring np a elass of informers in this
State; it should he the duty of the police
to eradicate this evil and not leave it to
informers. Bul the police had no in-
ducement whatever to carry oul a duty of
this kind. Another grievance the police
had was .the inadequacy of the sum al-
lowed for the maintenanece for prisoners.
If a report were ealled for it would be
learned that i a great majorily of cases
they were receiving an insufficient amount
for this purpose. He believed the rate
was less than one shilling a day. Cer-
tainly it was penalising the keepers of
police raols to expect them to sacrifice
some part of their salary for the main-
tenance of prisoners. In his apinion, a
Royal Commission, or at least a seleci
commitiee should be appoinied Lo inquire
into the grievances existing in the police
foree. If such an inquiry were instituted
the evidence would be found to be some-
what startling and to folly justify
the eriticisms of this evening, If the
police were allowed to organise themselves
their grievances would he redressed a
great deal more qnickly than was possible
under the exisling system. Why should
thiey not be allowed to bring their griev-
ances before a proper tribunal? There
was a good deal of discontent in the force
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and up to the present the Government
had made no honest effort to redress the
many grievances civing rise 1o this dis-
content.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The explanaiion
given by the Premier in respect to the
poliee baltlot disclosed a most disereditable
state of affairs. It was absolutely
indecent  that  the Commissioner of
Tolice  should  have foreed himself
on  to the men under him atter
they had given direel indication that
they did not want him. It was useless
for the Premier to say Lhat that was not
the position. Ti was easy to imagine the
real circumstances. After the anuounce-
ment that there would be an election to
elect somneone in lieu of the Commissioner
of Police deeency should have prevented
the Commissioner from allowing himsetf
to be elected. After the notice of the
election had gone forth those who had
votes were nnder the impression that the
Commissioner was going to examine their
votes. and that they had to sign their hal-
lot papers in order that the Connnissioner
af Tolice might see how the individual
officers had voted. It was litile wonder
that, under these eircumstances, the Com-
mirsioner had been eleeted.  The  faet
that so many had voted against him spoke
highly for the inLegrity of the force. He
{Mr. Underwood) did not wish to go
any further inte the question. The Pre-
nier had snid that he gave instruetions.
1t veemed that the Premier’s instruections
were not very effective: indeed he wonld
arvise the Premier to add a little dyna-
mite to his instruetions in the futuve. If
that dynamile served to shift the Commis-
sioner of Poliece, 1t would be to the advan-
tage of the State. However, the question
with which he (Mr. Underwood) was
most ¢concerned was that of the treatment
of the police in the north of the State.
One serious disability the members of
the force stationed up there were under
was in regard to the month’s leave of
absence allowed to all members of the
foree annuallv. As a matter of fact it
would take n man stationed at Hall’s
Creek, or Nullagine, or Tweniv-Mile
Sandy, practically a month te get oul of
the distriet to enjoy his leave. It seemed
ridieulous fo give a man one month’s
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leave of absence from the date nf his
leaving some out-hack station. This an-
nual leave should he made eumulative.
and when o man had served three years
in the North and was retiving from the
district. he should have three months’
leave on eoming down to the coast, That
was only just, and it was a concession to
which these men were entitled. Another
tatter of enmplaint was in regard to the
tropical allowance made to the police. It
was, e helieved, £30 a vear whereas other
(tovernment officials in that part of the
State were allowed 30 per eent. on their
salartes. He held the police were entitled
to consideration equally witll other ser-
vints of the State. The department had
reeently conceded first-class fares to mem-
bers of the foree travelling along  the
coast, so that it was not necessarv to
speak on that matter. But another'que‘s-
ton was one he had previously referred
to—that on the whole the bush police
were a body of men the State could he
proud of.  They were undoubtedly a most
useful body of men, but we often had
men sent out unsuited to the work, and it
led one to the eanclusion that it was neces-
sary to have men speeially selected for
this partieular service, the essential re-
quirements being that they should be
thoraugh bushmen, and should have some
knowledge of natives. Tt took a man ai-
most three years to learn his duties in the
bush, hut we found that usually at the
end of that time the constable was re-
moved and a new chmm was sent to the
work. This was unsatisfactory not onlv
fo the people in the district but also to
the wmembers of the force, as it handi-
capped them and prevented them giving
that beneficial serviece that they would
otherwise be able to give. They were all
requirved to be horsemen, and if a man of
14 stone 1o 15 stone was sent there it
was diffienlt to horse him. The Premier
would appreeiate that seeinge ithat he was

a  ‘* Rear-Adjutant ©*  of the Aus-
tralian  Light Horse. The svstem
of  reports  abhout cnmp]aints. was
bad.  Generally the complaini  was
sent to the  officer  complained  of,
and the ofticer was asked if il was

lis fault. and the reply sent to ihe person
complaining was that after careful in-



1924 Annunal Eslimueles :
vestigation the Commissioner had eome to
the conclugion there was no ground for
the charge made. But these “careful in-
vestigations’” were mostly through the
posi office, asking the eonstable coneerned
whether there were any grounds for the
charges, and natarally the constable =aid,
#N0.” While we had this system of muking
‘feareful investigations’ there would be

ne velief for the public who wished to

complain against over-officions oflicers,
or thase neglecting their duties. A eorres-
pondent had complained that the natives
at Nullagine had not been eontrelled as
they should be, that the constable at Nul-
lagine was making considerable profit by
feeding the natives and that he was, with-
out a licence, buying geld from the na-
tives. After making full inquiries from
reputable persons of Nullagine as to the
bona fides of this carrespondent, the com-
plaint had¢ been forwarded by him (3.
Underwood) to the Commissioner of
Paolice, and a report was made upon the
matier. Inspector Oshorne reported that
the aborigines at Nullagine, when he
visited the camp, were situated two miles
from the lown on lhe left bank of the
Nullagine River. This inspeetor was sup-
posed to be a bushman yet talked of the
left hank of the river. Was he going or
coming? A man whe wrole about the
left bauk of a river would get lost in a
horse paddock. When this inspector
visited the eamp the natives were n a
nice spot, but when the complaint was
made they were camped in the town, It
was known a eomplaint had been made
and the natives were shifted. The inspec-
tor reported that traffic with the whites
was limited and that no reasonable per-
son enuld take excepiion to the posiwon of
the camp, also that the camp was regu-
larly visited by the police. No doubt that
was the case, bub it was the police wha
brought the camp into Nullagine, Then
we had an extraordinary patagraph in
the report saying that with respeet to the
quantity of rations supplied striet in-
quiry was made and it was found that
the rations were procured from the logal
merchant who supplied only one class,
that heing the best procurable. This offi-
cer was asked to inquire into the guantity
and reporied that the auality was good.
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The report concluded that the writer who
had contributed to the Sunday Times
newspaper must have been, what he con-
sidered, duly cared for by the police and
warden of the district on more than one
oceasion, and that he was the class of
person who did not usually eonfine him-
self to solid facts. This paragraph he
{(Mr. Underwood) eould only take as a
deliberate insulf to himself and to his
correspondent. If the ingpecter had any-
thing to say about his (My. Underwood’s}
character or against the character of the
man who wrote the letter let him say it,
but if was the same old system that the
Commissioner of Police had adopted in
regard to the Dr. Roth inquiry; anybody
who gave evidence against the police was
sneered at and eondemned as a eriminal
whose testimony should not be allowed to
exist. A policeman should never he al-
lowed to reply in language such as that
to a ecomplaint made againgt the depart--
ment. Before puting the letler in he had
made full inquiries, and was told the com-
plaint was substantially eovrect, his in-
formant being Mr. Fawcett, a member of
the firm of .J. M. Walker & Company. of
Nullagine, whom this inspector landed in
his report. With regard to the military
system existing in the foree, this was not
to the best advantage of the police of the
State. What the policeman wanted alhimve
all things was diseretion, but at the pre-
sent time he was run by a code of rales
as if he were a machine. That had the
result of preventing the inifiative which
he should possess, and stopped him en-
tirelv from using any diseretion. The
first remedy to be faken in conneciion
with the force was to remove the present
Commissioner and appoint a man in his
place who would be able to control the
department.

The PREMIER: The partieular sub-
jeet dealt with by members had been ihe
appointment of a representative on {he
Police Benefit Fund board.

Mr. Scaddan: The wages question is
more important.

The PREMTER: That was alzo raised.
buot most members dwelt largely on the
fact that the ballot for the election was
not eonducted in accordance with the pro-
mise made. Undonbtedly a mistake was
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made through the men being forced to
gizn their names. The instructions in the
mutter weve very specific. The Colonial
Secretary, in instructing the officers,
stated that it was his desire that the pro-
mize made by the Premier should be ear-
ried ouf, A circular was sent out to the
officers commanding the various distriets.
Details of the cireular had already been

given the Committee. No nominations
were called for.

Mr. Seaddan: You promized there
shauld be.

The PREMIER: What he had said

was that he was anxions a man should
be appointed in lieu of the Comnmis-
stoher,

Mr. Secadden: You distinetly =tated the
men would be allowed to nominate some-
one. _

The PREMIER: Apparently they
nominated the Commissioner, The Guy-
ernmeni were not desirous that the Com-
missioner should be the representative,
neither was the Conunissioner anxious
to serve on the board. He was prepared
to take anuther hallot, and if one of the
Opposiiton members aequainted with the
process of taking ballots liked to make
sugrgrestions as to the manner in which the
eleetion should he eonducted, he would he
prepared to take advantage of his ex-
perience. He had never gone back on a
promise, and he resented the statement
made by the member for Boulder (M
Collier). He had made a promise in re-
gard to the matter, but did the hon. mem-
ber expeet that he was to follow up per-
sonally every minute sent ont. He had
sent a minute asking that effeet should he
given to the promise he had made in
Parliament. Doubtless  the officials
thouzht they were giving effect to that
promise by the aetion they took. If the
member for Boulder caved to undertake
the work of managing the ballot he would
aceept his services,

Mr. Holman: Appoint him returning
officer,

The PREMIER: ‘The police would not
like it. With regard to the question of
wagzes, he understood that the wages here
were considerably in excess of those in the
Eastern States: they should be. to some
extent. The wages in Western Australia
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for sergeants were 1ls., in South Aus-
tralin from 10w, Gd. to 14s., Vietoria from
8s, Gd, to 10s. 6d., in New South Wales
from 9s. 3d. to l0s. 6d., and Tasania
from 8, to 9s.  Covporals in Western
Australia  received 9s. 6d., constables
Rs. Gd. first-class, 7s. Gd. second-class,
and OGs. 6d. probationers ; whereas in
South Australia the figures for ordinary
eonstables were 7s, to 8. Gd. and others
s Gd. and upwards; in Victoria, Gs. Gd.
to 94.; in New South Wales Gs, to 8s.;
in Queensland from £108 to £134 a year;
and in Tasmania from Gs. to In
Western Aunstralin there was a  £25
todge atlowance, and £20 for uniform.
In South Australia the allowanee was
£20.

My, Cellier : The wages mav be the
saine, hut in Vietaria they get a rise in
shorter periods than in this State.

The PREMIER : The hon. member
could understand that at the present time
he had not the opportunity of going into
tie whaole of the details, but it must be
admitfed that the suggestion which had
heen made verarding good eonduet wen,
was certainly golng a step in the diree-
tion of recognising the services of those
men who had been members of the [ovrce
for a considerable time: although he was
of opinion that wen should be paid irre-
spective of length of service. That would
entail an expenditwre of something like
£1.500 or £1.600 a vear.  The member
for Pilbara referred to the nceessity ‘ex-
isting in enzex where constables were
stationed in far-back localities for wak-

s,

ing some arrangementzs for cumulative
feave,  This suggestion was a sensible

one, becanse we recognised that 1l was
nut of mueh value to a man in the back
blocks to obtain a farinight's holiday.
Provision would be made if it had net
already bheen made for leave to aceumu-
late. With regard to the cther question
raised that there was foo mueh militarism
i the police foree, one could not very
well ohject to that. Suorely it was an ad-
vantage to have well trained and well
sef up wen with a certain amount of dis-
cipline. otherwire ane could not earry ont
very well. The men emploved here at
the preseni fime were certainly a eredit-
able hody of wen, and they lad heen
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most tavourably commented on, on mare
than one occasion.  Quite recently in con-
nection with ihe funetions at Albany, the
Admbal of the Ameriean Fleet stated
ihat the mounted troops were the smart-
est. he had seen during his recenl visl,
That rveflected creditably on thoese con-
cerned.

M. O’ Loyhlen : The department should
recognise they are good men. ‘

The PREMIER : Tt was to be supposed
that the department did. He was
replying to the argument that it was not
necessary that we should adopt the same
methods as in a military ovgenisation,
He could not say anything further in
connection with this matter. I there
were any points he had mi sed, and hon.
members liked to bring them under his
notice at any time, he would be glad to
place the files at their disposal.

Mr. HUDSON : 1In his opinion the
police force in Western Australia was
rather under a dictatorial management
which at present was in the direction of
militarism. The police force in Perth
and even in the country were placed in
the position that they had to obey
certain regulations which should not
operate. The police force should be in
the direction of a civilian force for the
prevention of crime, but it seemed that
the present administrator of the depart-
ment held the opinion that he shouid
make himself a sort of governor-gencral
of the police force. This was not as it
should be.

Ttem, Caretakers of morgues, Boulder
and Bunbury, £36:

Mr. SCADDAN : TIn connection with
this matter he had asked the TPremier
questions which had appeared in Hansard.
He only referred to it because the Boulder
morgue happened to be in his electorate.
According to the Premier, Constable
Fortescue had been appointed previously
to the present caretaker, Constable
Gallagher, and on that occasion Constable
Gallagher had been recommended by the
district officer. On inguiry it was dis-
covered that there were senior officers
and apparently on this ground Constable
Galiagher was overlooked, and Constable
Fortescue was appeinted. After Con-
stable Fortescue was removed from the
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district, Constable Gallagher was recom-
mended again. On this occasion there
were two other applicants for the position,
Constables Spalding and Hunt. Spalding
had twelve years service and Hunt nine
years. (allagher who was appointed had
eight years service. In this case, the
matter of seniority was overlooked and
the claims of Constable Gallagher were
accepted by the Commissioner without
consideration of the fact that the other
officers who had made application were
seniors, It was not a matter of pro-
motion, bat it meant a great deal to' the
man in charge of the station. For being
in charge of the station he was supplied
with quarters, and consequently got no
allowance under this head ; whereas
the salaries of other constables junior to
him, with allowance for guarters —for
which as a matter of fact they had to pay
practically no rent, because they were
camping—were practically equal to the
salary of the min in charge of the station.
Of course no discipline could be main-
tained while thatstate of affairs continued.
If this officer had secured the position of
caretaker of the morgue it would have
meant some £30 a yesr, and so would
have put him on a hetter footing. 1In the
circumstances Constable Spalding was
called upon to take dead hodies to the
morgue, and to institute all inquiries in
connection with fatal accidents whilst all
that Constable Callagher had to do was to
see that the morgue was occasionally swept
cut. Surely in the circumstances one or
other of the two officers who had so much
longer service to their credit should have
been appointed to the position insteas of
Constable Gallagher. Again, it certainly
seemed that the morgue ought to be
handed over to the officer in charge of
Fimiston Station. He {Mr. Scaddan)
desired to bring this matter forward to
see if justice could not be done. Cer-
tainly senior officers had been overlook: d
and juniors appointed. Apparently
Constable Gallagher had had a pretty
soft billet in Boulder, where he had been
continuously on day work. Ther: seemed
to be something in the nature of favour-
itism in the making of this appointment.

The PREMIER: The
appacintly was that a junior

complaint
officer
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had been appointed in preference to
a senior. The hon. member desired
that inquiries should be made. On
this point, and on the further point
of the advisability of transferring the
morgue to the Fimiston station, he (the
Premier) would being the matter under
the notice of the Colonial Secretary with
a view to having the necessary inquiries
made.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Government Gardens and Gou-
ernment House Domain, £2,650; Regis-
try, £6,663—agreed to.

Vote—ftottnest, £455 :

Mr. TROY :  Notwithstanding the
lateness of the hour, the Committee
would like to hear something about the
work which had been done on Rottnest
Istand. There were a number of CGovern-
ment cottages on the island and hon.
members would like to know whether
they were leased out : how they were
being tenanted ; what rent was being
peid, and what had been received by the
Government towards interest and sinking
fund on the cost of the furniture in these
cottages.

The TREASURER : 8o far as he waa
aware not one of the Government cottages
was leased out, consequently nothing
had been received in the way of rental nor
by way of the return on the small cost of
furniture in these cottages. Ministers
occasionally used the cottages. He him-
self had spent a fortnight in one of those
cottages 12 months ago.

Mr. Angwin: Who in addition to
Ministers use them ? ’

The TREASURER : None but Minis-
ters used the cottages. He understood
that the member for Swan had spent a
short vacation there, in an unfurnished
cottage. A great many people went
there and camped. As to the improve-
ments that were being carried out by
prisoners on the island, when these
works were completed. at the end of
perhaps a couple of years, those prisoners
would be withdrawn.

Mr. TROY : There was no objection to
Ministers using these residences at Rott-
nest ; but he desired to remind Ministers
that they had once accused the members
now on the OQpposition side of the House
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of occupying a Government cottuge
without paying rent, and had used that
statement for electioneering purposes.
Perhaps the Attorney General would
deny this accusation. If he felt inclined
to do so he could refresh his memory by
reference to the columns of the Kalgooriie
Miner, in which he had accused members
now on the Opposition side of the House
of having used that cottage rent iree.
It was a malicious lie.

The CHAIRMAXN : The hon, member
must not apply that remark to any
statement of the Attorney General.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On a
point of order. The statement of the
hon. member was a gross misatatement.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must not apply that term.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is
& gross inaceuracy. The {act that he
commented on was that some accounts
were ogutstanding for board and lodging
in the cottage bought by the Clovernment.

Me. TROY : The accusation was paliry
considering that some of the hon. mem-
ber’s colleagues occupied rvottages at
Rottnest and paid nothing. They shouald
be heartily ashamed of it.

Vote put and pasesd.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11'%5 pam.




